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Editorial 


The year ahead may prove to be one of the busiest yet for Searchlight. On the 
next page we report how Britain’s two main nazi parties are considering a merg- 
er. One of their aims in combining forces would be to increase their impact at the 
ballot box if proportional representation is introduced for the European elections 
in 1999 and in any elections for a new London-wide authority. A stronger fascist 
party will also mean more violence and damage to community relations. 

The European Year Against Racism in 1997 turned out to be largely hot air 
with a few good efforts by trade unions and local councils. Searchlight took part 
in the more relevant activities, such as the TUC Respect Festival and many local 
initiatives from Lewisham, to Tyne and Wear, to Bedfordshire. The growth of 
Trade Union Friends of Searchlight has opened many new doors and our 
presence at the TUC gave our supporters a chance to meet the TUFS team. 

One of the activities last year that gave us the greatest pleasure was the total 
disruption of the planned international Aryan Music Fest. Hitting the nazi music 
scene, both in Britain and abroad, is where Searchlight was most effective in 
1997, but more work is still needed in 1998 in this key area of nazi activity. 

We attended the first session of the official enquiry into the murder of Stephen 
Lawrence and will give evidence to it later this year. This year will see the formal 
launch of an all-party Parliamentary Friends of Searchlight and later in the year 
we shall be launching a similar group in the European Parliament. 

Our formal educational work continues with an international spring seminar 
held jointly with London University’s Spiro Institute. Its subject will be Facing 
Fascism, Antisemitism and Racism in the New Millennium. Our exhibition 
remains available for hire and can also be viewed freely on our Web site. 

Searchlight is campaigning, with others, for London-wide cooperation on a 
series of issues affecting people under threat from racist violence and 
harassment. A wide-ranging debate is now taking place over future legislation on 
tackling racist crimes. Searchlight is playing a central role and has made 
submissions to the Home Office and other departments of government. Many 
official and semi-official bodies have taken up our views in this debate. They 
recognise our experience in confronting fascism and organised racism and the 
fact that we bring a sense of reality to such discussions. Long may it remain so. 

The May council elections are not far off and Searchlight is already busy in key 
BNP target areas. One way in which people can cut the fascists’ poll percentages 
is by supporting the black voter registration campaigns that are currently under 
way in some areas with a large black vote. Ensuring that all sections of a 
community exercise their democratic rights is an effective way of preventing any 
repetition of Derek Beackon’s victory in Millwall in 1993. 

If the nazis think that 1998 is going to be a year of strength through unity, our 
answer must be a tidal wave of activity that will drown whatever misguided 
aspirations they might have. 
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BNP and NF 
plan secret 
merger talks | 


eaders of the British National Party are planning to 
meet their National Front counterparts to discuss 
merging the two organisations. If successful, the 
talks, which are expected to take place early in the new 
year, are likely to result in the formation of a new party 


calling itself the British National Front. 


BNP officers, led by the convicted bomber 
and thug Tony Lecomber are believed to be 
cock-a-hoop over the prospect. While they 
have nothing but contempt for the NF’s mem- 
bership, they are eager to gain the organisa- 
tion’s name. Despite their election victory in 
Millwall in 1993, and the BNP’s undoubted 
supremacy on the far right, the National Front 
remains a household name. During the 1970s 
the NF firmly established itself on the British 
political scene, gaining hundreds of thou- 
sands of votes across the country. 

Quite what John McAuley, the NF leader, 
hopes to gain from the negotiations is unclear. 
With fewer than 100 members, he is thought 
to be willing to exchange the organisation’s 
name for a prominent role for himself within 
the much larger new group. However, as the 
BNP has no internal democracy, whatever 
deal might be hammered out could quickly be 
overturned. Lecomber for one is already 
preparing to squeeze McAuley out of the 
limelight. 

Nick Griffin, the man believed to have his 
eye on the BNP chairmanship, was the first to 
propose unification. His secret negotiations 
with the West Midlands NF organiser, Wayne 
Ashcroft, were exposed on The Cook Report 
last summer. Interestingly, Griffin has been 
sidelined from the current discussions, with 
Lecomber leading the way. 

Quite what the fiercely proud NF members 
will make of any deal is unclear. Many have 


strongly opposed 
any agreement in 
the past. For the 
moment it appears 
they are not being 
kept fully in the 
picture. McAuley seems keen to create the 
impression that the purpose of the talks is 
merely to agree not to contest the same wards 
in the local elections in May. 

After the 1997 general election, the BNP 
appeared to have shelved any intention to cre- 
ate a new organisation. With three election 
deposits saved and a claimed flood of 
enquiries following the party political broad- 
cast, the BNP leaders seemed to consider the 
NF an irrelevance. 

Since then they have been forced to recon- 
sider. Despite the BNP’s relatively high pro- 
file during the election, it has still not attained 
the notoriety of the NF. While east London is 
certainly the party’s strongest area, it has 
failed to achieve any significant breakthrough 
elsewhere in the country, with the possible 
exception of West Yorkshire. 

The BNP has also failed to capitalise on the 
publicity generated by its general election 
campaign. The disastrous launch of its east 
London local election campaign in 
September, which resulted in Tyndall receiv- 
ing a beating from anti-fascists, only exasper- 
ated the party’s current turmoil. Since then 
the BNP has failed to organise even one pub- 


One of America’s leading Holocaust deniers, Michael Hoffman 
(right), with Nick Griffin during his visit to Britain last 
September. Hoffman describes Griffin as the leader of the 
British National Party. We wonder how he came by that idea 


lic activity anywhere in the country. Despite 
claims that over 2,000 people contacted the 
party after its election broadcast, few have 
become activists. Only 250 people attended 
the recent BNP annual rally, well down on the 
early 1990s. 

In contrast, the NF has been more than 
active. In recent weeks members have con- 
ducted paper sales in east London, in Brick 
Lane, Crisp Street market and Bermondsey. 
More worrying for the BNP was the NF’s 
march in Dover in November against the 
Roma refugees. While the BNP’s mass 
leafleting session attracted only six activists, 
the NF achieved national media attention, 
despite being driven out of town. The situa- 
tion was made worse by the presence on the 
march of Warren Glass, the BNP’s west 
London organiser, and Dave Hill, its Tower 
Hamlets organiser. 

The NF’s London activities have been 
organised by the convicted gun runner and 
mercenary Terry Blackham. He was also 
behind the barracking of Gerry Adams out- 
side Downing Street in December. His activi- 
ties have laid bare the reality that the BNP is 
failing to attract younger activists as a result 
of its drive for respectability. Most went off 
with Combat 18, while others remained loyal 
to the NF. The BNP’s inability to protect its 
meetings and leaders shows that it has a seri- 
ous stewarding problem. 

The leaders of the two organisations enter 
the negotiations from vastly differing 
perspectives. While McAuley is keen to 
secure a prominent position for himself, the 
BNP is merely after the NF’s name. Apart 
from the name, the NF has very little to offer. 
No wonder Lecomber is looking forward to 
the negotiations. 


The BNP, NF and other assorted nazis 
join hardline loyalists to protest 
against the visit of Sinn Fein leaders 
to Downing Street last month, an 
activity organised by the NF activist 
Terry Blackham 
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Three saved deposits do not a party make 
Another disappointing year for the British National Party 


he past two months were a dis- 

appointing end to an unhappy 

year for the British National 
Party. Bored east London members 
had to sit through a talk by that well 
known writer Alex Baron. The BNP’s 
annual Parteitag was little better. 


In recent years the BNP has booked a smart 
venue for its annual rally, only to find the 
booking cancelled at the last moment, when 
the owners were told who was about to 
descend on them, leaving John Tyndall, the 
party leader, to hold sway in some seedy bar. 
This time, despite the inconvenience, the fas- 
cist troops were carted off to the clubhouse of 
Thame Football Club in Buckinghamshire for 
the rally on 22 November. 

A good number managed to find their way 
there, although what the audience achieved in 
numbers it lacked in quality. The Coopers and 
the Glasses were there, despite their prefer- 
ence for Combat 18 or Ku Klux Klan func- 
tions over BNP meetings. No overseas visi- 
tors appeared to be in the audience and unlike 
in recent years not a single foreign speaker 
was prepared to address the BNP. 

This gives the lie to the BNP’s claim to 
have growing links with Jean-Marie Le Pen’s 
Front National after the BNP’s recent foray 
into France, a claim also roundly dismissed 
by the FN. According to a recent letter from 
Commodore Dore, a senior FN official, the 
EN has no wish to have any dealings with the 
BNP. He even claimed that he would not have 
appeared in a Channel 4 television debate a 
few years ago with the convicted BNP officer 
John Morse, if he had been informed who 
Morse was. Naturally we would not wish to 
doubt the honour of a former officer and 
gentleman. 

Tony Haley and Paul Henderson were busy 
taking pictures and video film of the BNP 
rally, while Tony Lecomber manned three 
bookstalls, selling the latest edition of his 
magazine, The Patriot, as well as “folk art” 
and “heritage” posters. Scottish members 
were peddling Highlander and Blood and 
Honour CDs. The main BNP stall was run by 
Arthur Flinders and Colin Smith, a well 
known nazi and BNP security expert. 

Regional reports generated little confidence 
in the party. Tony McDonagh, aka 
McDonnell, spoke for Yorkshire and praised 
both Iain Wilson and Sid Carthew, without 
mentioning that the two are at one another’s 
throats most of the time. In the BNP’s 
Northwest region criticism of the Manchester 
Branch and its demotion to group status have 
caused bad feeling. 

Claims by Keith Axon from the West 
Midlands that his region had recruited 40 to 
50 new members as a result of the BNP’s 
general election broadcast are unconfirmed. 
The BNP has said thousands of people 
showed interest nationally, but if this was so, 
the BNP has failed to keep them - interested 
long enough to sign them up as members. 

Graham Tasker, the sociopath from 
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Chesterfield, must have 
lifted a rock some- 
where to find the gang 
of thugs who represent- 
ed the East Midlands 
region. 

Andrew MacDonald 
from Scotland spoke 
about raising money 
for computer equip- 
ment and setting up a 
Scottish BNP Web site. 

Lecomber is rapidly 
gaining a reputation as 


Right: More 
hypocrisy from the 
BNP. Richard 
Edmonds alongside 
Ken Walsh, the 
former BNP 
candidate who 
cannot keep his 
hands off underage 
girls. Below: Linda 
Cooper, née Miller, 
(right) with NF 
activists, trying to 
make up her mind 
whether she 
supports the BNP, 
NF, Ku Klux Klan or 
National Socialist 
Movement 


[ 


the BNP’s chief bore by riding around the 
country delivering BNP papers, a task for- 
merly carried out by Richard Edmonds, and 
lecturing at branch meetings. His subject is 
one and a half hours of everything you 
already know about election campaigning and 
promises that if members can wait a decade 
or two, the BNP will govern the country. 
Many BNP activists think he was more amus- 


ing when he was making bombs that blew up 
in his face. 

Speakers at the rally boasted about bullying 
Roma refugees in Dover and attending pro 
blood sports rallies. The BNP hypocrites 
attack Jews and Muslims for alleged cruelty 
in slaughtering animals yet give full support 
to ripping foxes to pieces after a blood- 
curdling ritual more in place in the Third 
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Reich than in 1990s Britain.. No doubt 
Spearhead will soon carry articles on that 
great sportsman Hermann Goering, who 
killed much of Germany’s wildlife at the 
same time as taking part in the Nazi slaughter 
of humankind. 

The BNP leadership expressed disappoint- 
ment that the party’s anti child killer leaflets 
had not been ready to hand out at the art exhi- 
bition showing the portrait of Myra Hindley, 
conveniently forgetting that Brady and 
Hindley were followers of nazism at the time 
of their arrests and convictions. 

The new leaflet includes photographs of a 
number of murdered children. We hope the 
police will stamp firmly on the BNP’s attempt 
to use these tragic victims and their families’ 
suffering to promote the party’s sick agenda. 
If it is paedophiles they are after, they should 
start by looking in their own ranks and those 
of other European fascist groups (see 
Searchlight, November 1997). 

Nick Griffin, the BNP’s leader-in-waiting, 


: a x 


spoke about his forthcoming trial on charges 
arising out of his publication of The Rune. 
His remarks were probably in contempt of 
court and Searchlight does not wish to do 
likewise by reporting them. Suffice to say that 
Griffin issued a thinly veiled instruction to to 
get his material placed on other Web sites, as 
the court had prevented him from publishing 
it on his own site. 

The trial itself opened on 10 December, 
only to be adjourned until late April. 

While the BNP’s foreign relations are 
floundering, Griffin has been cultivating his 
own. Michael Hoffman, a leading US anti- 
semite who visited Britain in September for 
secret talks with Griffin, is now describing 
Griffin as “Leader of the British National 
Party”. Tyndall’s views on the matter are not 
known. 

Edmonds’s main contribution was a plea to 
find enough candidates for the 1999 
European elections to give the party televi- 
sion time again. 


Michael Newland 
(left), another one 
who cannot work 
out whether he is in 
or out of the BNP 


As usual, before the 
grand finale of the 
Leader’s Speech, David 
Bruce took a collection 
and claimed it had raised 
£3,500. 

Tyndall grabbed the 
chance to play the hero. 
Casting aside some 
members’ concern about 
the attack he sustained 
in east London, he said 
his injuries were a mere 
scratch compared to 
what some brave com- 
rades have suffered. 

Ian Dell had told the 
meeting earlier that 
Dave Hill had _ been 
sacked from his post as Tower Hamlets 
organiser for the security breach that led to 
the attack. Dell claimed that Hill had not even 
turned up, a lie that will probably come back 
to haunt Dell at some future date. 

More predictable was Tyndall’s diatribe 
about the Jews behind the Labour 
government and his claim that the BNP stood 
to gain from the weakness of _ the 
Conservative Party and the loss of the Tories’ 
anti-immigrant image. He restated the central 
plank of BNP policy, that only the forced 
repatriation of black people would save 
“white Britain”. 

The end of rally festivities never got going. 
As Tyndall was winding up, the club banned 
the BNP from using the premises for the 
evening’s social event. With that, the audi- 
ence bored, tired and far from home won- 
dered off into the November evening gloom 
of southern England’s lush countryside. 

The BNP’s next flop came two weeks later 
in Leeds. Yorkshire BNP officers had planned 
a large rally for 6 December and were hoping 
to attract dozens of members from all over 
the country. Griffin was billed as the star 
speaker and the party’s new academic star, Dr 
Mark Deavin, was also expected. 

But things are not well in Yorkshire. 
Dewsbury members are at war with most of 
the other groups in the region and clearly 
think that one saved general election deposit 
gives them the right to dictate to everyone 
else. 

An anonymous caller had telephoned a 
Yorkshire newspaper with the information 
that Leeds BNP was holding a rally in a 
Leeds hotel on the coming Saturday with 
national speakers. He said that the room had 
been booked in the name of a railway enthu- 
siasts club by a man called Geoffrey Brown 
and gave Brown’s address and a telephone 
number. The number appears to be ex-direc- 
tory, indicating that the caller must be close to 
Brown, a long-time hardline nazi and member 
of various fascist groups. The paper had 
traced the call to a public call box in 
Dewsbury. 

Searchlight told the journalists that if 
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Fascists goad the police. On the right is Colin Smith (with beard), BNP organiser 


and well known nazi 


Brown had booked the room, it was indeed 
likely to be a BNP meeting. The hotel can- 
celled the booking and when anti-fascists and 
the BNP turned up on the day, they found 
their way blocked by a large number of police 
including mounted officers. 

Local anti-fascists followed the nazis to 
the City Lights, in east Leeds, a regular nazi 
watering hole. It seemed that the nazis 
had no fallback arrangements 
and 42 of them were counted 
in the back bar of the pub 


WANTED 


|  SEAD OR Alive 
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youngsters from the Anti Nazi League turned 
up, was talking about attacking the regular 
Socialist Workers’ Party paper sale in Leeds 
soon as a reprisal. 

The day’s events have only compounded 
the problems of the BNP’s Yorkshire region, 
with the loss of two meeting places, the dis- 
closure of a key member’s ex-directory phone 
number and accusations being levelled at the 

disgruntled Dewsbury members, 
none of whom showed up on the 
day. In the background are the 


milling around in a disorganised Unfortunately usual dark mutterings about the 
manner. Eventually they got . ; wisdom of letting Morrison back 
a meeting going in a private the police did into the fold, long a thorn in 
room. Soon afterwards the not think to Tyndall’s side and a man who 
publican, who until then had . can never keep his mouth shut 
been friendly to them, asked breathalise for more than two minutes at a 
them to leave as he had been those nazis time. 

warned that “The Reds” were who left the As a special pre- Yule treat, 30 
on the way. The stout hearts <8 BNP stalwarts and supporters 
of the BNP appeared to give area dr IVINS were treated to a pep talk in 
a flutter at this point and their cars Croydon on 12 December from 


audience numbers dropped to a 
mere dozen. 
Identified at the meeting were 
Paul Henderson from Surrey, Griffin, who 
seemed to be drinking too much for a man 


driving a car, Peter Rushden from 
Manchester, Eddy Morrison, McDonagh, 
Brown, Mick Gibson, Lecomber, Tony 


Cartwright from Scotland and Dave Howard 
from Sheffield. 

The landlord finally removed them as the 
police arrived. We understand that the Leeds 
Licensed Victuallers Association as well as 
the police had been contacting all the city’s 
pubs earlier in the evening warning that the 
presence of this gang of BNP thugs could 
lead to trouble. Unfortunately the police did 
not think to breathalise those nazis who left 
the area driving their cars. 

McDonagh, who scurried away when a few 
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Dr Robert Faurisson, the much 

convicted Holocaust denier, and 

Griffin. The handpicked audi- 
ence included the nazi hate cartoonist Mike 
Barnes and several BNP/loyalist heavies in 
London for the anti Gerry Adams protest. 
Also there was Alex Baron. 

Many of those present were almost nodding 
off after an interminable speech by Richard 
Edmonds, filling in for the guest speakers, 
who had apparently got themselves lost on 
the way to the meeting. However, it gave 
some of those present a chance to browse 
over the latest batch of hate material, which 
includes a “Chanucah card” that attempts to 
make light of the suffering of Holocaust 
victims and survivors of Auschwitz. Several 
leading BNP members wondered why 
Tyndall had not graced Faurisson’s rant with 
his presence. 


A threat of 


‘Don’t interfere with us and don’t 
stand in our way,’ announces 
Strikeforce, the new glossy publication 
from Combat 18, now firmly under the 
control of Will Browning. “We are at 
war and to win the war you have to 
actually take part in it and if that 
means more bombs then so be it!” it 
continues. 

Since his release from prison in mid- 
September, Browning has been busy reorgan- 
ising C18. He has held a number of highly 
secret meetings of close supporters and host- 
ed at least two Blood and Honour concerts, 
one in the Midlands, the other, more recently, 
in London. The violent criminal fringe of the 
British far right appears to have remained 
loyal to Browning, but perhaps more worry- 
ingly are C18’s growing links to hardline 
fanatics in Scandinavia and Germany, includ- 
ing the Swedish Brotherhood and Fritt Forum 
of Norway. 

Acknowledging many mistakes made in 
recent years, Browning’s C18 claims to be 
following a radically new road. Gone are the 
mass public activities and street fights; C18 
now has only a few dozen supporters, hand- 
picked by Browning himself. Many former 
activists have been told that they are no 
longer welcome. It seems that Browning is 
only interested in attracting headbangers from 
across the country into his hardline terrorist 
organisation. Those who have not already 
proved themselves in criminality or violence 
have not been considered. 

After a number of photocopied publications 
attacking Charlie and Steve Sargent, 
Browning’s C18 has produced its first proper 
magazine, a 28-page, two colour production 
called Strikeforce. 

Condemning previous right-wing strategies 
as futile, Strikeforce argues for a new 
approach. “Since the first racist party/group 
started in this country, the goals have been 
basically the same and _ still are. 
Fundamentally, all they have is a call for the 
repatriation of all non-Whites from this coun- 
try. This is all they have to say to the majority 
of the electorate who, on the whole, have 
resigned themselves to the status quo and lost 
the will to fight. It’s no use listening to the 
‘spin-doctors’ who fill us with false hope and 
continue to lead us down that never ending 
garden path, leading us to defeat and, ulti- 
mately, our people’s extinction. Can’t you 
hear the death rattle? It’s getting louder White 
Man...” 

The magazine is also deeply critical of 
many within the right. “If we look around at 
the so-called right-wing over the last 10 
years, you'll have to agree that until C18 
turned to terrorist activities, the right-wing 
was just a drinking club. It’s OK meeting up 
and getting pissed, beating up a few reds or 
chasing a couple of Blacks or Asians up the 
road when they dare to walk past the pub 
where there’s about 50 of you, but that 
doesn’t exactly take too much courage does 
it? And it certainly isn’t revolutionary!” 


terror yet to come 


In another break from traditional right-wing 
politics, the authors of the publication are at 
pains to define themselves as_ left-wing. 
Under the headline: “We are left-wingers, we 
are revolutionaries!” Strikeforce claims that 
the term right-wing is an alien concept to 
national socialists. “The terms left and right 
date back to before the French Revolution,” 
the article states, explaining, “The pro- 
Government supporters sat on the right side 
of the French Parliament and the anti- 
Government supporters sat on the left”. 

Strikeforce continues: “... when people talk 
of ‘left-wing’ today, they are referring to 
communists, Marxists, anarchists, etc. and 
when they speak of the ‘right-wing’ they are 
talking about US. How can this be? We are 
anti-Government, we don’t just criticise, we 
want the total destruction of this occupational 
Government or we want to be given our own 
land where we can govern ourselves,” [their 
emphasis]. 

Quite what many C18 supporters in Britain 
and Scandinavia will make of this is unclear. 
Many_would probably reject any notion that 
they are left-wing. 

The rest of the magazine is full of threats of 
violence and terrorism, aimed at the estab- 
lishment and “capitalists” rather than blacks. 
Gone are the highly disgusting and offensive 
caricatures of blacks, Asians and Jews that 
characterised most earlier C18 publications. 

The editorial makes the point with more 
underlining: “The root of our problems is the 
Government and not the Blacks or muggy 
reds. Strikeback against the Government and 
its lackeys both inside and outside our move- 
ment. It is the Government who try to destroy 
us, imprison us, murder us. 


It is the Government that floods 
our nation with non-whites. It is 
the Government who controls the 
media. It is the Government we 
must target!” 

The front cover gives the read- 
er a taste of things to come: a 
picture of the US government 
office in Oklahoma, destroyed 
by a terrorist bomb, with the 
caption: “Boom! It’s as easy as 
that”. 

It has not been plain sailing 
for Browning and C18. He is 
reported to have been livid on 
hearing that Steve Sargent and 
his National Socialist 
Movement team appeared in 
the company of several west 
London British National Party 
activists during the National 
Front demonstration in Dover 
in November. A recent 120- 
strong Blood and Honour gig | 
in southeast London was 


marred when Darren Wells, Browning’s erst- 
while sidekick, floored the lead singer of the 
Coventry based band Avalon. 

Despite the impressive line-up of groups, 
which included Mistreat from Finland, a band 
from Sweden, and the British bands 
Chingford Attack and L.O.S.G., the night did 
not produce the hoped-for solidarity. Rather it 
highlighted a growing rift between skinheads 
and casuals, a situation that was not improved 
when a leading Chelsea Headhunter proceed- 
ed to head-butt every skinhead he could find. 
The best fun of the night was a 
rock throwing competition out- 
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side, in which an Australian 
nazi’s van was wrecked. Several 
of the audience were also left 
dented as a result of some direct 
hits by both sides. Browning and 
his team left before the manager 
of the venue closed the gig 
down hours early. 

Whether Browning is greatly 
concerned about losing skin- 
head supporters is uncertain. 
He has become increasingly 
uninterested in the neo-nazi 
music scene, seeing it purely 
as a money-making exercise 
to fund terrorist activities. 


The Danish trial of the 
bomber Thomas Nakaba 
highlighted how ISD 


Records’ funds were used to 
purchase guns and explo- 
sives. The recent launch of 
ISD Denmark can only fur- 
ther this trend. 

It seems unlikely that the 
two C18 members respon- 
sible for the Danish bomb- 
ings will ever be brought 
to justice. A recent article 
in a leading Danish news- 

paper quotes the police 


and Justice Ministry both 

admitting that due to a lack of evidence 
neither man would be arrested. However, the 
police officers leading the inquiry said they 
would still very much like to talk to the two 
if they wished to hand themselves over 
voluntarily. 

Another problem for C18 has been the 
recent arrest of the Wigan-based activist, Del 
O’Connor, in Sweden. He was caught after 
putting a doorman in hospital. He is due to 
appear in court shortly. 

Strikeforce outlines Browning’s current 
state of mind. Publicly claiming responsibili- 
ty for the Danish bombs, the publication 
believes terrorism is the only method to 
achieve their ultimate goal: securing a white- 
only homeland. “I believe our goal should be 
the creation of an autonomous state 
/country/piece of land/island, whatever we 
can get. Preferably somewhere in Europe and 
preferably Scandinavia.” 

To achieve this, the magazine calls for “an 
international terror/sabotage campaign by 
TOTALLY autonomous cells and groups”. 

“Do you think it can work?” Browning 
ponders, and concludes: “It’s got to be worth 
a try because if we keep doing nothing, we 
don’t deserve to live. We might not be able to 
win, but what alternative do we have? DO 
WE LIVE LIKE COWARDS; OR GO 
DOWN LIKE WHITE MEN?” 


Left: Column 88, the most recent 
publishing effort by the National 
Socialist Movement, formerly the 
Sargent wing of Combat 18. It is as if 
they want to confirm their state 
connection by naming their magazine 
after an organisation exposed from 
within and without as one of the 
British sections of the international 
state-sponsored Gladio network 
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A creed of violence and bigotry 
Searchlight lifts the lid off the International Third Position 


he far right in Britain works in weird 
T and wonderful ways and often quite 

contradictory schools of thought come 
together. When they do, it is odds on that 
three things prevail: hatred of Jews, no short- 
age of money and some kind of state influ- 
ence. The International Third Position is sure- 
ly a text book example. 

To understand the ITP’s growing position 
of influence on the new elements of European 
far-right politics, one has to go back to the 
mid 1970s, when schisms were beginning to 
appear within the largest postwar British fas- 
cist organisation, the National Front. 
Following the death of the NF’s first leader, 
A K Chesterton, a power struggle was devel- 
oping between the hardline followers of 
Adolf Hitler’s brand of nazism and a handful 
of well educated and articulate young men 
who subscribed to  Strasserism. The 
Strasserites, or SA Brownshirts, had first 
acted in unison with Hitler, only to find their 
leaders butchered or driven into exile by 
Hitler’s élite force, the SS, a year after he 
came to power. 

By the time the NF had run its course and 
dropped into the gutter of British postwar 
politics, the “young Turks” had established 
themselves around a series of publications 
and small front organisations. 

One of Chesterton’s closest associates was 
a woman of great force and wealth and a bit- 
ter hatred of all things Jewish. Rosine de 
Bounevialle had continued publishing 
Candour, Chesterton’s postwar publication 
throughout his period as leader of the League 
of Empire Loyalists and during his leadership 
of the NF. Its readers were mainly well heeled 
Jew-hating retired “Colonel Blimps” and 
right-wing Catholic priests. 

De Bounevialle lives in an imposing coun- 
try house deep in the New Forest at Liss, 
where she houses the Chesterton archives, 
which were looked after by Kevin Bleach, a 
fascist history teacher from the Midlands. 
The fascist British Resistance organisation 
had its base there in the 1970s, as did the 
British version of the German Viking Youth, 
whose organisers had more than a passing 
interest in firearms. 

By the early 1980s de Bounevialle had 
moved away from her position on the periph- 
ery of British fascism and was letting her 
house be used for secret gatherings of a group 
of young men planning a takeover of what 
remained of the NF. They included Nick 
Griffin and Derek Holland. They were soon 
joined by a number of exiled Italians, some of 
whom had been convicted in Italy, such as 
Roberto Fiore and Massimo Morsello. 

During weekend “training sessions” they 
worked out a plan for the removal of Martin 
Webster, the NF’s national organiser, and 
most of the remaining old guard. John 
Tyndall had already left in 1979 and was well 
on the way to setting up the British National 
Party. Webster, getting wind of these secret 
gatherings, sent in a young man called Patrick 
Harrington to spy on the rebel forces, the 
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Italians in particular. 
Harrington had carried 
out such missions for 
Webster in his earliest 
days in the far right, spy- 
ing on the Young 
Communist League and 
the original Anti Nazi 
League. Webster’s infor- 
mation had been passed 
to Special Branch, which 
in return watched his 
back against anti-fascist 
infiltrators. This time, 
however, Webster found 
himself playing out of his 
league and Harrington, 
sensing that where the 
Italians were was_ the 
place to be, betrayed his 
old boss. 


The Italians 
soon started to 
drip feed the 
plotters with 
funds and tacti- 
cal advice. 
Although young, 
they had a 
wealth of expe- 
rience acting as 
go-betweens for 
far-right officers 


of the Italian 
secret service 
before the 
Bologna mas- 
sacre and other 
secret opera- 


tions. Their safe 
haven in Britain 
was a_ pay-off 
for services rendered to MI6 while they were 
on the run in the Lebanon. It was understood 
in intelligence circles that they would not be 
returned to Italy to serve their sentences or to 
face the courts over their role in the Bologna 
bombing. 

Margaret Thatcher, then Prime Minister, 
appeared not to be party to this arrangement 
as she publicly promised the Italian govern- 
ment to extradite these criminals. It should 
not be forgotten that two British students died 


Top left: Rosine de 
Bounevialle, 
publisher and 
provider to the far 
right for more than 
40 years. Top right: 
Roberto Fiore, one 
of the convicted 
Italian exiles, who 
has devoted money 
and expertise to the 
ITP. Left: Fiore’s 
partner in crime, 
Massimo Morsello. 
Above: De 
Bounevialle’s 
country house in 
Liss, now a training 
centre for the ITP 


in the Bologna bombing and Britain should 
have had a vested interest in eliciting whatev- 
er information the fascists on the run held. 
One Italian who was not welcomed in 
Britain was Luciano Petrone, the cold-blood- 
ed killer of two Italian policemen and master- 
mind of a bank vault robbery in Spain, which 
had netted between nine and 11 million 
pounds, of which only about a quarter was 
ever recovered. He had set himself up in a 
Chelsea flat with a British woman. Her 


Beyond capitalism and socialism ... to feudalism 


The ITP claims to unite faith, family and nation in its quest for 
“a New Man, New Attitudes and a New Society”. Its politics are 
summarised in its declaration of ten principles: 

@ “The primacy of spirit ... National Revolution can only be 
achieved by the moulding of a New Man”. 

@ “The moral order ... a regenerate world can only be built 
upon Moral Order and Christian standards of living” — against 
“Abortion, artificial birth control, Euthanasia, Divorce, 
Homosexuality, Genetic Experimentation on Humans at any 
age...” 

@ “Opposition to Materialism” — against “Freemasonry, 
Liberalism, Nihilism, Capitalism, Socialism, Marxism, 
Imperialism, Anarchism, Modernism and the New Age”. 

@ Anti-Zionism and rejection of the “Arafat Puppet State” 

@ “The ideal of popular rule” i.e. “decentralisation’’, but “the 
people themselves must act within the Moral Order if their 
wishes are to be valid’. And beyond the individual will be 
“firstly, the State seen not merely as a policeman, but as a moral 
being; secondly, the Guild System seen not merely as an economic 


entity, but one also possessed of political and social powers and 
duties’. 

® “Racial Separatism” and unsurprisingly “In the struggle to 
preserve human diversity, resettlement of races to their countries 
of origin will play a major role ...” 

® “Preservation of the environment” 

@ Opposition to “the menace of bankerdom”. The ITP will 
campaign for the destruction of the modern banking system and 
its replacement with “a social banking system based on Sound 
Money”. Like all nazis, “the ITP believes that International 
Finance is one of the greatest evils of the modern world’. No 
prizes for guessing who the ITP is referring to. 

@ “A third position on ownership”, not capitalism or socialism, 
but “Distributism, an alternative developed and popularised by 
..- Hilaire Belloc and G K Chesterton”. More decentralisation, 
involving “Guild structures, artisanal associations” and similar. 
@ And last but not least, “national revolution worldwide”. 
Each affiliated ITP member is required to assist “should a 
revolutionary situation emerge in any given country’’. 


h 


Left to right: No longer united: Derek Holland, now ITP, Graham Williamson 


(now Third Way) and Nick Griffin (now with the BNP) leading an NF 
Remembrance Sunday march in the mid 1980s. Below: a pivotal tenet of neo- 
nazi ideology is Holocaust denial. The ITP is no exception 
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child’s nanny was to bear a child by Fiore and 
be safehoused in a Brighton property owned 
by the notorious nazi printer and publisher 
Anthony Hancock. Petrone was eventually 
extradited to face a 40-year prison sentence. 
What happened to the rest of the money 
remains a mystery, although there is specula- 
tion that it was used as seed money for politi- 
cal activities across Europe and for setting up 
business fronts for key fascists. 

Another young Italian fascist, Alessandro 
Alibrandi, was looked after in Britain by 
members of the League of St George while on 
the run for the cold-blooded murder of a mag- 
istrate. His appearance on the front cover of 
Searchlight sent him scurrying back home, 
where he was cut down in a hail of bullets in 
a police ambush. Some observers have sug- 
gested he was silenced to prevent him dis- 
closing who his real masters were. 

Webster and his close allies were ousted 


from the NF leadership in a Saturday after- 
noon coup in 1983. The next three years saw 
a massive radicalisation of the NF, with train- 
ing of a “political cadre”, the establishment of 
links with all kinds of extremist nationalists, 
including black and Muslim organisations, 
and visits to foreign parts to contact people 
working directly or indirectly for Colonel 
Gaddafi’s Libyan regime. 

A second and more extensive purge in 1986 
left Ian Anderson running what became the 
NF Flag Group, after its publication, The 
Flag. Griffin, Harrington, Holland and other 
key players, such as Paul Matthews, Graham 
Williamson and Phil Andrews, ran the 
“Political Soldiers” version of the NF. 

Holland and Joe Pearce, one-time leader of 
the NF youth section, actively sought support 
from the Libyan People’s Bureau in London 
just before the murder of WPC Yvonne 
Fletcher. But Holland’s religious fanaticism 
was crazy enough to worry even their part- 
time backers in Tripoli, with his belief in res- 
urrecting the Inquisition against Jews and 
even liberal Catholics. De Bounevialle, equal- 
ly fanatical, was of the opinion that Jews who 
embraced the “true faith” should not be exter- 
minated. 

They were now receiving backing not only 
from Gaddafi but also from Iranian 
extremists. The PLO, however, rebuffed their 
overtures. 

Only a very small number of activists were 
involved in the Political Soldiers, but most of 
them were fanatics who were going through a 
very thorough series of ideological training 
courses throughout the 1980s. They were 
being imbued with a perverse ideology char- 
acterised by the slogan “Long Live Death”. 
All that mattered was “Blood and Soil”. 
Many of their ideas were drawn from the 
Italian fascist Julius Evola and prewar 
Romanian and Hungarian fascists and Jew- 
baiters. 

With hindsight it is clear that many 
activists were trained and placed around the 
far right and in green and other fringe groups 
in a well planned fashion. 

Among those who had been indoctrinated 
were high fliers, such as David Seawright, 
younger brother of the murdered Ulster loyal- 
ist politician George Seawright. He disap- 
peared after his training, only to pop up later 
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Left: Michael Walker, founder of the third positionist magazine Scorpion and former flatmate of Griffin and Fiore. 
Centre: Colin Todd, one of the founders of the ITP when the Political Soldiers split. Right: James Fennessy, convicted thug 
and the ITP’s representative on the Isle of Wight. Below: A project to build an ITP commune in France 


in the Scottish Conservative Party hierarchy 
and writing for learned academic journals. 

Two of today’s leading BNP activists, Paul 
Ballard and John Merritt, and some of 
Griffin’s close allies in the BNP also came 
through the Political Soldiers’ school of cadre 
training, as did David Owens, now a key fig- 
ure in the BNP in Yorkshire. John Field gave 
up a good job in the civil service to run the 
Political Soldiers’ Ulster office. He vanished 
and was replaced in that post by Stuart 
McCullough, who today is busily running 
some of the ITP’s enterprises in Europe. 
Others, such as Matthews, have dropped out 
of sight in recent years. 

They were joined by the German terrorist 
Gerhard Topfer, who was on the run from jus- 
tice, and Gary Gallo from the USA. In 
Northern Ireland and Eire the Political 
Soldiers made contact with David Kerr and 
Andy McLorie, a teacher imprisoned for 
bombing the homes of RUC officers. In Eire 
they formed a liaison with Derrick Turner, 
who was forced to leave the Irish navy after a 
scandal about a nazi cell among navy person- 
nel. Today Turner is one of the leading lights 
in Right Now!, the increasingly influential 
magazine on the far-right fringe of the 
Conservative Party, the patrons of which 
include MPs. 

Turner travelled north to meet some of the 
key people at the UDA headquarters. The 
Political Soldiers were so close to the loyal- 
ists that they were able to arrange paramili- 
tary training alongside the UDA and UVF not 
only for their own members but also for nazis 
from Norway and Sweden. 

Others were less impressed with Griffin, 
Harrington and Holland. The Political 
Soldiers’ open support for the Sons of 
Glendower’s bombing campaign in Wales 
began to ring alarm bells with the Welsh 
nationalists, who decided early on that this 
strange bunch were in fact agents of the state. 

Alongside the politics were cultural activi- 
ties in the form of IONA, a cultural organisa- 
tion run by one of the brightest minds from 
the NF in the mid 1970s, Richard Lawson. 
Griffin and Fiore’s former flat mate Michael 
Walker set up Scorpion, a cultural magazine 
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with links to some 


of the toughest 
nazis worldwide. 
Walker, Lawson 


and _— Harrington 
still hold confer- 
ences in London 
every couple of 
years and between 
them have made 
inroads into green 
and other alterna- 
tive political areas. 
Walker is now 
based in northern 
Germany. 

Also sharing Walker’s London flat in the 
early 1980s was Robin Davies, who had acted 
as political secretary both to David Irving and 
to the late former deputy head of MI6, 
George Young. Young was then running Tory 
Action, a secretive group which included 
many MPs, despite Young’s overt Jew 
baiting. 

By the end of the 1980s the Political 
Soldiers decided to drop the title National 
Front altogether, leaving it in the hands of 
Anderson, Steven Brady and a handful of 
active supporters of the NF Flag Group. The 
result was the emergence of Third Way. Since 
then, Harrington at least has laid claim to 
ownership of the NF name, saying it was 
still constitutionally vested in him and his 
comrades. 

It did not take long for friction to develop, 
largely centred around Holland’s religious 
extremism. Holland himself decamped to 
northern France to live in a small hamlet that 
his followers had bought, with a view to turn- 
ing it into a political/religious commune. He, 
Griffin, Colin Todd and Chris Marchant cre- 
ated the International Third Position, leaving 
Harrington, Williamson and a tiny group of 
quasi-intellectuals and activists with the Third 
Way. Fiore and his colleagues gave their alle- 
giance to the ITP. Many have wondered 
whether the split between Harrington and 
Griffin was a divorce of convenience or a 
genuine parting of the ways. 

Griffin had formed a close working rela- 


oot PA 


tionship with Marchant, a former squaddie 
whose party trick of drinking half a pint of his 
own urine was a regular talking point at right- 
wing gatherings. In the early 1990s Marchant 
and Griffin set up a security firm. This firm 
was responsible for the failure to guard David 
Irving’s meeting in London at which the US 
Holocaust denier Fred Leuchter attempted to 
speak after illegally entering the UK. They 
were soon overtaken in the far-right heavy 
mob business by the newly formed Combat 
18. 

Marchant went off to join McCullough in 
Europe. The two regularly pop up at the 
General Franco memorial gatherings in 
Madrid, mixing freely with exiled nazis from 
groups such as the outlawed FAP in Germany, 
the late SS General Leo Degrelle and Otto 
Ernst Remer, the recently deceased saviour of 
Hitler in the July 1944 plot against his life. 

In the mid 1990s Griffin decided to stand 
back from the ITP and devote himself to writ- 
ing under various names for a multitude of 
publications, from hardline nazi rags to green 
and alternative left magazines and broad- 
sheets. Griffin’s minder from East Anglia, the 
convicted thug James Fennessy, who now 
mans one of the [TP’s telephone lines on the 
Isle of Wight, explained three years ago that 
Griffin saw his role as helping out around the 
far right generally and planting his views 
and ideas broadly. Griffin uses his own 
publication, The Rune, to further his 
objectives. Many now see him as the natural 
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The ITP has affiliates in several countries. Above: rallies by Polish (left) and Spanish third positionists. Below: the ITP 
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successor to Tyndall as leader of the BNP. 

While Griffin was busy consolidating his 
influence, Holland, Marchant and Todd, an 
intelligent man but also a convicted thug, 
returned from Europe. Like Griffin and 
Holland in the early 1980s, .they made de 
Bounevialle’s house in Liss their base. 

Holland’s religious fanaticism had again 
caused dissension and a number of ITP mem- 
bers had broken away to form the English 
Nationalist Movement. Led by _ Troy 
Southgate, the ENM appears to owe its alle- 
giance more to the Palestinian terrorists of 
Hamas than to anything English. Southgate, a 
mature student at the University of Kent, is 
well qualified to run the group, having at 
least one conviction for violence. 

In January 1994, Fiore reappeared on the 
scene at an address in west London, a mere 
stone’s throw away from that of the ageing 
League of St George nazi, Lucy Roberts, in 
Lanark Road, Maida Vale. Never abandoning 
his political ideals, he had spent the previous 
15 years building an international business 
empire and had been at the centre of several 
complaints by the French and German gov- 
ermments over his treatment of citizens of 
those countries, who were living in flats that 
Fiore owned or managed. Fiore’s enforcers 
were a band of Italian.and Polish skinheads 
living in London, whose presence in Britain 
is rather more deserving of the Immigration 
Minister’s attention than that of Roma fleeing 
persecution and terrorism. 
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Morsello, his long-time political and busi- 
ness partner, was using similar tactics. He had 
moved into the music scene in Britain and 
Italy. When he hosted a concert by 
Mussolini’s jazz playing son in London, a 
number of fascists in Armani suits profes- 
sionally beat up protesters who had got inside 
the venue. 

Together Fiore and Todd set up a charitable 
trust, the St George Educational Trust, by a 
deed dated 25 January 1994. Its two other 
trustees are Gareth Hurley, an ITP member, 
and Rev Michael Crowdy, an ultra Catholic 
living in Sherborne Dorset. Based at de 
Bounevialle’s address, its objects include the 
advancement of the Catholic religion. It car- 
ries out this aim by publishing a wide range 
of antisemitic books that are promoted in the 
ITP’s publications. 

A parallel trust, the Trust of St Michael the 
Archangel, also sells the St George’s Trust 
publications in its four charity shops. Leaflets 
in the shops state that the trust is raising funds 
for a project to repopulate an abandoned 
Spanish village with young Catholic families. 
The “Spanish village” turns out to be a fascist 
commune, which an ITP leaflet says they are 
“reconstructing, repopulating and turning into 
a Beacon of Hope for Nationalists across 
Europe”. 

The connection between the shops and the 
far right became apparent last year, when 
Jason Wilcox, the well known nazi thug from 
the Fitton Hill crew, was being sentenced. He 
told the court he was a reformed person and 
was working in a charity shop in Oldham for 
the St Michael Trust. Within a few weeks of 
Searchlight learning about the shop, we met 
local councillors who in turn contacted the 
landlord, who terminated the tenancy. 

Wilcox has the essential qualification for 
any ITP activist: a number of convictions for 
racist violence during his time in the BNP 
and Combat 18. Even before his link with the 
St Michael Trust emerged, Searchlight had 
received reports that he was moving towards 
the ITP. 

The St Michael Trust, based in Dover, was 


founded by Alun Rowland, who previously 
produced a pro-ITP magazine. The trust’s 
auditor is Rev Crowdy and Hurley acts as its 
administration secretary. Another trustee goes 
under the name Padraig O’Huallachain, and 
gives his address as that of Derek Holland. 
The trust is named after the highly antisemitic 
prewar Legion of Saint Michael the Archangel, 
of Captain Corneliu Codreanu of Romania, 
one of the ITP’s favourite fascist leaders. 

The Legion of St Michael Archangel is the 
name that the ITP used on a leaflet that tried 
to exploit the death in December 1995 of 
Philip Lawrence, the Catholic School head- 
master stabbed trying to defend his pupils 
from a gang attack. Searchlight in February 
1996 pointed out that the ITP is “a group of 
violent fascists whose convictions show they 
have little knowledge of the difference 
between right and wrong”. The ITP has used 
the St Michael and St George names on sev- 
eral other occasions. 

The Spanish commune appears to be a 
more organised version of Holland’s French 
project. Reports of fascist communes in 
Europe have appeared for some years. The 
Portuguese fascists ran a commune in the 
1980s, which probably inspired the later 
attempts. What is significant is not just the 
ITP’s growth and influence in France, Spain, 
Italy, Portugal and even Colombia in South 
America, but the way in which it has broken 
new ground in Eastern Europe with opera- 
tions in Poland, Hungary, Romania the Czech 
Republic and Croatia. 

When the ageing de Bounevialle finally 
passes on, it is likely that the ITP will inherit 
the house and her extensive library, giving 
them the stability and security they crave. Her 
address is used not only by Todd and the St 
George Trust but also by the ITP’s Legionary 
Press. The question is whether Griffin, who 
has now publicly aligned himself with the 
BNP, has truly cut his ties with Fiore, Holland 
and Todd, to whom he was once so close, or 
is this apparent distance between them part of 
his Machiavellian scheming for the future of 
Britain’s far right? 


Searchlight first drew attention to the sinister world of the Political Soldiers in 
the early 1980s. Ten years ago we published our in-depth investigation, From 
Ballots to Bombs, to coincide with a television documentary. Over the past 12 
months Searchlight has returned a number of times to Nick Griffin’s activities 


and role in the far right, and helped research a Cook Report programme 
focusing on him. From Ballots to Bombs is out of print but remains a valuable 
insight into the third positionists’ role. Photocopies are available for £5 from 


Searchlight at the address on page 2. 
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Government sticks to 
anti-Gypsy line 


The government, apparently worried 
at a possible loss of popularity over the 
arrival of East European Gypsies in 
Dover, has stuck to its tough line. 


Foreign Secretary Robin Cook told Vaclav 
Havel, President of the Czech Republic, that 
Britain was not a “soft touch” for Gypsies, 
while Immigration Minister Mike O’Brien 
has threatened to prosecute ferry companies if 
they do not repatriate the Gypsies to their 
country of origin. 

In a visit to the Czech Republic on 27 
November, Robin Cook raised what he called 
the “flood” of Gypsies to Britain in three sep- 
arate meetings. 

He said: “We have a very clear message to 
anyone contemplating travelling to Britain. 
Britain does not have an open door policy to 
those who allege persecution and cannot then 
prove it. Britain has a clear duty to get across 
the message that it is not and cannot be a soft 
touch for those claiming asylum on the basis 
of false claims.” 

The Foreign Secretary promised that 
Britain, during its presidency of the European 
union, would “throw open the doors” of the 
EU to the Czech Republic. 

One of the Copenhagen criteria for former 
Soviet bloc countries to be allowed to join the 
EU is that minorities must be properly treat- 
ed. The Czech government has promised 30 
measures to improve the situation, including 
an anti-racist campaign. How much of this is 
just window dressing, designed to create a 
good impression abroad, remains to be seen. 

Mike O’Brien threatened to prosecute the 
ferry companies under the 1971 Immigration 
Act if they refuse to repatriate the Gypsies to 
Eastern Europe. The French authorities have 
refused to allow the Gypsies to re-enter 
France if they have claimed asylum in 
Britain. This means that the ferry companies 
could be faced with a bill of up to £3,000 for 
air tickets for a family of four. The companies 
are also having to pay the first two weeks’ 
costs of Gypsies detained in Dover. 

The companies claim that they transported 
the Gypsies quite legally, since there is no 
visa requirement, and that they are, in effect, 
being asked to act as immigration officers. 

Mr O’Brien was unmoved, saying: “The 
ferry operators cannot just dump people at a 
UK port and abdicate their responsibilities. If 
they bring passengers in and we refuse to 
accept them, then the ferry operators must 
foot the cost of returning them.” 

It would clearly have been less embarrass- 
ing for the government if the Gypsies had not 


12 Searchlight, January 1998 


Scum abuse Roma refugees. But would the people of Dover rather have in town 


Roma families fleeing terror or Phil Curzon from Havering (left, foreground), 
NSM activist, thug and cocaine dealer? Inset: Roma in Bulgaria who have lost 
their jobs survive by salvaging rubbish (Picture - International Roma Calendar) 


been able to enter Britain to make their 
asylum claims. 

Around 60 of the Gypsy refugees in Dover 
fled the port to seek refuge in Westminster in 
advance of the National Front march on 15 
November. 

A spokesman said: “Panic drove them here. 
In Dover some shopkeepers will not serve 
them. They are being spat at when they walk 
down the footpath. There is a lot of racism 
there.” 

This was confirmed from other sources. 
Annie Ledger, of the Migrants Helpline, said: 
“Feeling has grown against them recently. 
They are being sworn at as they walk past 
pubs.” 

An elderly woman translator working for 
Kent Social Services in Dover was verbally 
abused and a shopkeeper put a “No Slovak” 
sign on his shop door. It was later removed. 
An anti-Gypsy petition has been circulating 
and parents have threatened to withdraw their 
children from schools with Gypsy pupils. 

Faced with a hostile reception in 
Westminster — Social Services chairman Alex 
Segal referred to them as “totally bogus” — 
the refugees later returned to Dover. 

As reported in last month’s Searchlight, the 
combined National Front British National 
Party march was stopped by anti-fascists after 


a short distance. The fascists were allowed to 
board their coach and leave town. 

Two days later, on 17 November, a World 
in Action programme gave further evidence 
of the horrific racist violence suffered by 
Romanies in Eastern Europe. 

In one incident, a group of villagers at 
Hontianske Nemce, in Slovakia, burned out a 
Gypsy family. Luba Hakelova described what 
happened: “The thugs were throwing rags 
soaked in petrol into our house. We tried to 
throw the rags back out of the windows bro- 
ken by the fire.” 

Luba’s brother, Josef, was beaten with a 
concrete post when he tried to escape the 
burning house. His charred body was found 
later in the ruins. To date no one has been 
charged with his murder. 

Despite the hysterical warnings from gov- 
ernment ministers, newspaper editors and fas- 
cists, the alleged flood of tens of thousands of 
Roma refugees at the last count consisted of 
well under 1,000 people. Many people in 
Dover, who saw the World in Action pro- 
gramme, now accept that the refugees are 
genuine and have no time for the fascists, 
who, like dogs with a bone thrown to them by 
people who should know better, were intend- 
ing to return to Dover in December to contin- 
ue dishing out their hate material. 
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Racists use violence to make 
Eltham ‘whites-only’ 


The southeast London suburb of 
Eltham, where black teenager Stephen 
Lawrence was murdered in 1993, is in 
danger of becoming a no-go area for 
black people. 


In the latest of a series of attacks, the home 
of a mixed race couple was petrol bombed. 
They live only yards from the bus stop on 
Well Hall Road where Stephen Lawrence was 
stabbed to death. 

Neville and Lesley Haswell have suffered 
two petrol bomb attacks. In the second attack 
phone wires were cut to prevent the family 
calling for help. 

The couple believe the attacks were carried 
out by racists who object to a white woman 
being married to a black man. Mr Haswell, 
39, said: “Before the fires, gangs tried to kick 
the door in, yelling racist abuse at my son”. 

Police claim the late night arsons were not 
racially motivated. 

About 1,000 racial attacks are recorded 
each year in Eltham and other parts of 
Greenwich. 

In the same week as the arson attacks, a 
letter from a racist organisation was sent to a 
local paper. The “Eltham English Defence 
League” said it would use violence to force 
black and Asian families out of Eltham. 

Simon de Banya, who co-ordinates the 
Stephen Lawrence Campaign, said: “There’s a 
very serious problem in Eltham. There has 
been a long string of horrific acts of violence 
and intimidation carried out on blacks and 
Asians in recent years and it shows no sign of 
coming to an end. Eltham is in danger of 
becoming a no-go area for non-white people.” 

One man from Croydon said he was walk- 
ing past a pub in the main Eltham shopping 
area when a group of white men shouted 
racist abuse and threw beer bottles at him. “I 
just ran as fast as I could,” he said. “Now I 
only ever go out in Eltham during daylight.” 

Tyrone Bradshaw, 15, who lives in Eltham, 
said: “I get dirty looks whenever I go up to 
Eltham High Street and one of my friends 
was racially abused when he walked past a 
pub.” He said he never goes out in the area 
after dark and plans to move away as soon as 
he gets a job. 


His friend, Yusef Sozi, 16, who comes 
from Deptford, said: “I’m always very self- 
conscious when I’m in Eltham. When it gets 
dark, I become very afraid, even if I’m with a 
big group of friends.” 

Stephen Lawrence’s father, Neville 
Lawrence, is setting up an organisation to 
help the relatives of those who die in racist 
violence. The United Family Campaign will 
provide personal counselling and advice on 
how to deal with the police and the media. 

The group will draw attention to racist 
murders that are largely ignored by the 
media,and will also give help to the families 
of black people who die in police custody. 

Mr Lawrence, 55, said: “When you lose a 
relative in an attack or in police custody it’s 
difficult to know how to cope with the situa- 


A Brighton police officer has been 
accused of assaulting and abusing a 
black schoolboy. 

PC Stephen Charlton, 33, called to 
arrest a disruptive schoolboy, used the 
boy’s head as a “battering ram” on five 
doors on the way out of the school, it 
was claimed in court. It is also alleged 
that the officer called the 15-year-old 
boy “a smelly coot”, a reference to his 
dark skin. The officer denied the 
charges. 

The boy, who suffered from emotional 
and behavioural difficulties, attended a 
special needs school. 

In London, two young black men 
wrongfully arrested by police will each 
receive £19,000 compensation. 

Wayne Taylor, 32, and _ Leroy 
McDowell, 33, were driving through 
Stoke Newington on 26 February 1995 
when they were stopped by police and 
searched for drugs. 

When they complained about the 
search, they were taken to Stoke 
Newington police station, where they 
were charged with threatening 


PC denies assaulting black teenager 


tion. Not only have you suddenly lost some- 
one you love but you’ve also got to deal with 
policemen, and people from the media and 
political groups knocking at your door.” 

Richard Adams, whose son Rolan was killed 
by a gang of white youths in 1991, will also be 
involved in the UFC. Mr Adams and his wife 
provided valuable support to Neville and 
Doreen Lawrence after the death of their son. 

An ITV film about the murder of Stephen 
Lawrence is planned, which may be shown 
next autumn after the judicial inquiry into the 
murder has reported. It will name the five 
youths accused of the murder by the Daily 
Mail. 

The programme makers say that the film 
will not be made without the approval of 
Doreen and Neville Lawrence. 


behaviour. They were acquitted of this 
charge in May 1995. 

In addition to the claims of wrongful 
arrest and malicious prosecution, the 
two men, who suffered from sickle cell 
anaemia, said they were denied medical 
treatment. 

Doctors found that the men suffered 
“painful crises” as a result of their 
detention and lack of medical treat- 
ment. 

In Ilford, Essex, a police sergeant who 
complained about a senior officer’s 
racist and sexist behaviour has won 
£7,500 compensation. 

Sgt Dave Harris, who was based in 
Wanstead, was suddenly moved to 
another police force and given custody 
duties after he reported the offensive 
conduct of his inspector in March 1996. 

The Police Federation supported his 
appeal to a tribunal over his victimisa- 
tion. As part of the settlement he agreed 
not to discuss the case. The Police 
Federation criticised the police for fail- 
ing to support an officer who challenged 
racist and sexist behaviour. 


Nazis demonstrating against Gypsy refugees in November 
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Victim of racist attack found dead 


An Asian student who fled from a 
racist attack was later found dead. 


The student and his friends had been walk- 
ing to a nightclub, in Kingston, Surrey, when 
they were racially abused by two white men, 
who then attacked them. The Asians ran off 
in different directions. 

The body of Lakhvinder Reel, 20, was later 
recovered from the River Thames. Police said 
his death appeared to be “‘an accident”. 

Mr Reel’s family say the police failed ade- 
quately to investigate his death and have 
overlooked a possible racial motive. 

When the family contacted the police and 
said there had been a racist attack and that 
their son had disappeared, they were told to 
wait 24 hours to see if he would return. 

The family produced “missing” posters, 
searched the surrounding area and examined 
security camera videos. One of them showed 
Mr Reel alone in the town centre. 

Eventually police divers found Mr Reel’s 
body in the Thames close to where the stu- 
dents’ car had been parked. 

A post mortem found that he had drowned, 
although the family say he was a strong 
swimmer. There were no marks or bruises on 
his body. 

The family have ordered an independent 
post mortem. 

The police have not circulated descriptions 
of the two racist attackers. Mrs Reel said: 
“Surely some attempt should be made to find 
them, even if to rule them out of the inquiry”. 


Bedford 


Two teenagers and a 24-year-old man have 
been charged with the murder of an Asian man. 

The body of Parvez Masih, 30, was found 
by builders in a disused freezer in a house 
where he rented a bedsit. He had been beaten 
to death with a blunt instrument and his body 
had lain in the freezer for up to two days. 

A 17-year-old boy, Clare McGeachy, 18, 
and William Noell, 24, were arrested in Dover 
and have been charged with the murder. 


They are believed to have drifted from 
town to town around the country and moved 
into the same house as Mr Masih only days 
before his body was found on 15 October. 


Grimsby 

A 30-year-old man who headbutted an Asian 
shopkeeper and shouted: “Go back to India, 
you Paki bastard,” denied his attack was 
racist. 

Sean Andrew Braithwaite shouted and 
swore at Avtar Singh, who runs the A and B 
News shop, and threatened to smash Mr 
Singh’s car. 

Braithwaite continued to be abusive when 
he went into the shop. When he was asked to 
leave, he headbutted Mr Singh and made sev- 
eral attempts to punch him. 

Braithwaite was let off with 50 hours’ 
community service for common assault. The 
prosecution had failed to point out the racist 
element to the attack, which could have led to 
a heavier sentence. 

Mrs Manjit Singh, 30, thought the sentence 
was disappointing. “We had to spend time 
making statements and going to court and it 
all seems a waste now,” she said. 

Mrs Singh said the family had been sub- 
jected to racist abuse for the past four years 
and it happened every two or three months. 


Glasgow 


Two men have been jailed for kicking a black 
footballer unconscious after a match and 
shouting racist abuse. Craig Pringle, 23, was 
sentenced to nine months and Peter 
McGregor, 23, to three months. 

The offences took place at an under-21 cup 
final match in May, between Yoker and 
Campsie Black Watch. Stephen Roberts, 20, 
had come on as a substitute for Campsie and 
scored a vital goal in a penalty shoot out. 

As Roberts lined up for a team photo at the 
end of the match, Pringle pulled him back- 
wards and kicked him on the head. 

He was taken unconscious to Glasgow 
Royal Infirmary, with a suspected fractured 


skull, and detained over the weekend. He 
continues to get severe headaches. 

McGregor admitted shouting racist abuse 
during the match. 

Passing sentence, Sheriff John Baird told 
Pringle: “This was a disgraceful and unpro- 
voked attack in which you kicked a young 
man senseless”. He noted that Pringle had 
previous convictions for violence. 

Turning to McGregor, he said: “Even the 
presence of your eight-year-old son did not 
inhibit you from shouting abuse and it is 
suggested this was just mindless hooliganism. 
You have a record for violence and while 
you are in prison you can reflect on the 
example you showed to your young son that 
day.” 

Martin Verity, of the Commission for 
Racial Equality in Scotland, said: “We wel- 
come the fact that the racial motivation 
behind the crimes appears to have been taken 
into account by the court.” 


Leeds 


A man who set fire to a mosque is facing a 
prison sentence. Steven Walker, 37, was found 
guilty by a jury at Bradford Crown Court. 

He was seen by two members of the 
mosque crouching near the rear doors where 
the fire had started. He was chased and 
detained. 

Judge John Walford told him that a prison 
sentence was almost inevitable. 


Medway 

A new multi-agency organisation to combat 
racial abuse has been formed in Medway, 
Kent. 

Medway Action Against Racial Attacks 
involves the Racial Equality Council, the 
police, Gillingham Football Club, the local 
council and other organisations. 

At the launch a 20-year-old Asian student 
described how his father was punched in the 
street and his mother knocked to the ground 
only weeks after the family moved into their 
home in Strood. 


‘Hear no evil, see no evil’ 


A spokesman for Bolton football club has claimed that no one 
could hear racist abuse being shouted at the black Chelsea player 
Ruud Gullit in a match on 26 October. 

The racist abuse, from a section of Bolton fans, included the 
word nigger. The abuse was picked up by Capital Radio and 
broadcast to over 80,000 listeners across London. 

Bolton spokesman Allan Fullelove said: “I was standing on 
the pitch near the visitors’ tunnel when the players ran out, and I 
didn’t hear anything. That means none of the players would have 
done. How anyone can hear racial abuse being shouted in the 
middle of a screaming crowd of 25,000 beggars belief.” 

At Liverpool, black goalkeeper David James has received 
racist hate mail from a group of fans. They blame him for 
Liverpool’s poor performance this season. 

Sports Minister Tony Banks said that a great deal still had to 
be done to change racist attitudes in soccer. 

Addressing the Partnerships to Keep Racism out of Football 
conference, he said: “Football stadia in this country are the safest 
and most comfortable in the world, but what use is this if a sig- 
nificant proportion of the population do not go to matches 
because they are afraid of what may occur?” 
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Anti-social family evicted 


A couple whose three sons terrorised a Northampton estate are to 
be evicted. Robert and Margaret Lovatt and their seven children 
had a total of 11 convictions in 1994 but the abuse continued. 

Robert, 20, Leroy, 18, and Kelvin, 16, who were convicted of 
seven burglaries, racially abused and intimidated neighbours and 
harassed a head teacher who had expelled Kelvin. Mrs Lovatt 
was convicted of abusing a police officer and her husband 
breached planning regulations by running a car repair business 
from home. 

Northampton Borough Council was granted an eviction order, 
but the family challenged it in the High Court on the grounds 
that the people they harassed and intimidated lived more than 
100 metres away, and so were not neighbours. 

The Court of Appeal ruled that the term neighbour could 
apply to anyone living on the same estate. Lord Justice Henry 
said: “The sooner these people are out the better”. 

W@ In Newcastle, the council has sought a legal order banning a 
racist thug from his family home. Michael Lund-Larsen was 
jailed for three years after a series of attacks on Asian women, but 
has been released after serving just one year. He stole jewellery 
and attempted to rip out the nose ring of an elderly Asian woman. 


Tax man puts no value on Klan boss 


ast November Searchlight 

revealed how Alan Winder 

seized control of the British Ku 
Klux Klan. Winder, 35, had registered 
a limited company to conduct the 
Klan’s business and claimed he was 
immune from any action the authori- 
ties might take against him as he had 
already lost his job because of his 
views. 

The job that this dangerous nazi had lost 
had given him access to confidential informa- 
tion about individuals. This month we reveal 
how Winder, who had been an active nazi 
since the early 1980s, wormed his way into a 
government department and a trade union 
position. 

Winder joined the Inland Revenue 
Valuation Office (IRVO) in the late 1980s and 
started work at an office opposite Lambeth 
North underground station in central London. 

Already a fairly well known nazi, he was 
spotted by an anti-fascist who recognised him 
from Searchlight. Winder swore that his nazi 
past was the folly of youth and that he was no 
longer involved. 

To add to his cover he joined the Inland 
Revenue Staff Federation and posed as an 
independent left-winger who was critical of 
the union’s national executive. Winder was so 
convincing in his role as a trade unionist that 
he was elected as a delegate to an IRSF con- 
ference. Despite his success, Winder saw no 
long-term advantage in staying involved in 
the union. After all a union activist has to 
help fellow workmates with little or no per- 
sonal gain. 

Winder was transferred to the Bromley 
Valuation Office in Kent in the early 1990s. 
In his new workplace no one was aware of 
his nazi past. He never made any racist 
remarks and worked alongside at least one 
black colleague. However, he now refused to 
join the union, which he attempted to justify 
by making up some new-age nonsense about 
needing to know the inner self. 

In May 1997 Winder was the subject of an 


Make 1998 the year that your union branch 
takes a stand against racism and fascism. 

Join Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
and help support our work in opposing race 
hate in the workplace and beyond. 

Help us root out nazis like Alan Winder, 
who betray their colleagues and members of 
the public to promote race hate and violence. 

If your branch hasn’t affiliated yet, we can 
send you some recent material and an affilia- 
tion form to present at your next branch 
meeting. 

We are always pleased to supply speakers 
for regional and national trade union meet- 
ings. If you want to hear about the latest 
developments on the far right, and what that 
means for trade unionists in Britain, then let 
us know. 


The man who put his colleagues on a Combat 
18 hit list: Alan Winder. He got the sack but 
who else might have wormed themselves into 


a position of trust? 


investigation by the IRVO 


TRADE UNION FRIENDS OF SEARCHLIGHT 


We are particularly keen to get publicity in 
union journals. If you can get something in 
your union journal, or want a stock article 
about TUFS for publication, please get in 
touch. Do send us copies of any articles that 
you get published. 

We are currently putting together a new 
issue of TUFS NEWS for the new year and 
welcome any articles from our affiliates. 
Please send them as soon as possible. If you 
think a particular area needs coverage, then 
let us know, or better still write an article 
about it yourself. 

Don’t forget, if you don’t want to miss a 
copy of Searchlight or TUFS NEWS then 
make sure your union branch renews its 
affiliation as soon as you receive the 
reminder. 


Special 
Investigation Branch, which resulted in his 
suspension from his job. The reason given 


was that he had allegedly disclosed 
official information to the owner of a 
gym, which was subsequently used in 
a tax rating appeal. 

The discovery of Winder’s work- 
place has helped shed light on how 
some names have appeared on nazi 
hit-lists in The Stormer. One of 
Winder’s jobs was processing travel 
expenses claim forms, which include 
the employee’s home address and a 
workplace telephone number. Winder 
put two of his own colleagues on a 
hit-list because they were anti-racist. 

Winder did not even have the 
courage of his convictions to tell his 
colleagues that he opposed their 
views. They only realised who had 
put their names on the list when the 
Sunday Mirror, in conjunction with 
Searchlight, exposed Winder as a 
leading Klan _ activist on 23 
September last year. 

Winder fought to save his job at a 
number of tribunal and appeal hear- 
ings over the allegation that he had 
passed information to the gym. At 
one hearing it emerged that he had 
passed information about his col- 
leagues to The Stormer. At a hearing 
of the Civil Service Appeal Board 
Winder had been intending to say in 
his defence that he was morally right 
in doing this as his colleagues had 
allegedly disclosed _ confidential 
information that was detrimental to 
the British National Party’s appeal 
over its Welling headquarters. 
However Winder failed to attend the 
hearing and lost his job as a result. 

While the removal of this commit- 
ted nazi activist from such a sensitive 
post must be welcomed, he was not 
the only source of confidential infor- 
mation about individuals leaked to 
nazi organisations. At least one other nazi is 
believed still to have access to personal files 
held by government departments. 


Trade union branches are invited to join 
TUFS for £50 a year, for which they will 
receive Searchlight every month, updates on 
trade union related issues in TUFS NEWS 
and special rates for training and future pub- 
lications. First time affiliates will receive 
Searchlight Educational Trust’s handbook, 
When hate comes to town: Community 
Responses to Racism and Fascism, which 
normally costs organisations £30. 

We urge all readers to get their union 
branches to join. 

Further details and application forms are 
available from: 

Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish Street, 
London W1M 8JR. 

Tel 0171 284 4040, fax 0171 284 4410, 
email: tufs @s-light.demon.co.uk. 
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Neo-nazi killer addressed German 
military élite on recolonising the East 


he Germany army has been 

plunged deep into scandal with 

the revelation that Manfred 
Roeder, a convicted nazi killer, official- 
ly addressed a meeting of Germany’s 
élite military academy in Hamburg in 
January 1995. The subject of his talk 
was German _ recolonisation of 
Kaliningrad, formerly the East 
Prussian capital, Konigsberg. 

Roeder, 68, was released from prison in 
1990 after serving eight years for his part in a 
terrorist bomb attack in 1982, in which two 
Vietnamese refugees were murdered. A friend 
of the British National Party and close associ- 
ate of its leader John Tyndall, Roeder runs a 
revanchist outfit which is assisting the reset- 
tlement of Germans in the Russian-controlled 
Baltic enclave of Kaliningrad. Senior BNP 
members have visited him both in Germany 
and at his farmhouse in the Kaliningrad area. 

Roeder was also guest of honour at a ban- 
quet at the academy held on the same 
evening. Newly published information 
reveals that for some time his organisation 
has been receiving covert assistance from the 
Bundeswehr, including a truck (registered in 
his name), armour-plated vehicles and 
unspecified “materials”. The vehicles were 
kindly stored for him in the grounds of the 
Hamburg academy. 

In response to the scandal,Volker Rihe, 
Germany’s Defence Minister, has recalled 
Colonel Norbert Schwarzer, who was respon- 
sible for inviting Roeder, from peace-keeping 
duties in Albania. However, it is unlikely that 
this move will silence the mounting storms of 
criticism — including forceful parliamentary 
demands from the Social Democrats, the 
Greens and the Party of Democratic 
Socialism — for his resignation. 

Already, a potential new scandal has led to 
opposition questions in Parliament and is 
likely further to thwart Riihe’s ambition to 
succeed Chancellor Helmut Kohl. Two docu- 
ments have come to public attention which 
reveal that some senior Bundeswehr officers 
are canvassing support for a proposal which, 
if put into effect, would violate international 
agreement that enabled German reunification 
to go ahead in 1990. 

An article in a Defence Ministry pamphlet, 
Wehrpflicht, dated 16 July 1996, states: “In 
the case of a crisis, it is essential for the army 
to be able to expand and to be ready in time. 
In this case, the Federal Republic will have 
680,000 soldiers. These will be the main 
forces for the defence of central Europe. That 
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Manfred Roeder (left), during a visit by his wife Traudel and Pedro Varela, a 


leading Spanish fascist, at Ziegenhain prison, Germany, in 1988 


is a decisive factor of our weight in the 
alliance and an important element for stability 
in Europe. The planned size of Bundeswehr 
can only be achieved by conscription. Only 
an army with conscription will be able to 
train enough reservists for that.” 

The same view has been echoed more 
recently by General Hartmut Bagger, 
Inspector-in-chief of the Bundeswehr, in 
Europdische Sicherheit No.2/97. He states: 
“With 680,000 soldiers, a fully mobilised 
Bundeswehr will have the strongest forces of 
NATO for the defence of Central Europe. The 
Bundeswehr, thereby, has a power that none 
of our allies will have in such a quantity and 
quality. Against the background of the devel- 
opments with our European neighbours this 
capability of growth will be of strategical 
importance.” 

These proposals are at variance with the 
terms laid down in Article 3 of the treaty 
between the four wartime allies and East and 
West Germany — the 2 + 4 Treaty of 1990 — 
which states: “The German government com- 
mits itself to reduce the armed forces of unit- 
ed Germany in the next 3 to 4 years to 
370,000 men (land forces, air force, navy)”. 

Where the anonymous Wehrpflicht author 
and Bagger talk of 680,000 soldiers, the 
treaty stipulates that the strength of the whole 
armed forces should be only 370,000. 
Political observers are wondering whether 
this is a testing of the waters for possible 
future growth of the Bundeswehr, or part of a 
campaign to discredit Riihe. Whatever is the 


case, opponents of Germany’s new militarism 
are seeking an explanation for this alarming 
contradiction and demanding tighter control 
of the armed forces. 


The Bundeswehr: 
hot-bed of fascism 


Germany’s army, the Bundeswehr, is no 
stranger to scandals about right-wing extrem- 
ism in its ranks. Late last year the cable and 
satellite station, Sat 1, screened a film made 
by Bundeswehr soldiers showing soldiers in 
scenes of violence and making nazi salutes. 
As a result eight soldiers have been dis- 
charged from the army and are facing disci- 
plinary charges and civil prosecution. 

The eight men — four privates and four offi- 
cers, including a lieutenant, all belonged to 
Alpine Infantry Battalion 571. The film, in 
which antisemitic and anti-US remarks are 
made, was apparently filmed in 1994 and 
1995, when the battalion was stationed in 
Schneeberg in Saxony during training for 
peacekeeping duties in the former 
Yugoslavia. 

The videotape was handed to Sat 1 by Mike 
Riiggeberg, a 24-year-old NCO, who until 
last spring was stationed in Schneeberg. 
Riiggeberg admitted that he had previously 
been “right-wing”. He was more than that, 
having had close contact with some of the 
most violent elements of the British nazi 
music scene. His sudden “change of heart” 


might have stemmed from a well grounded 
fear of the nazis with whom he was mixed up 
in the UK, and his defection an attempt to 
seek the protection of the German state. 

After the video scandal erupted, Riiggeberg 
made further serious allegations about fascist 
activity among officers and other ranks of the 
Bundeswehr. In a statement to the Berlin 
daily, the Berliner Zeitung, he alleged that 
fascist material, including Imperial war flags, 
nazi swastika flags, an SS songbook and 
copies of Hitler’s Mein Kampf, was readily 
available in Schneeberg and __ other 
Bundeswehr barracks, including Lehnin and 
Eggesin. 

In addition, he claimed that members of the 
outlawed Wiking Jugend as well as the legal 
fascist Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands and Deutsche Volksunion open- 
ly distributed propaganda material and stick- 
ers in Schneeberg. 

Last July recruits to Riiggeberg’s unit, then 
based in Hammelburg, made another video 
during basic training, depicting mock execu- 
tions and simulating the rape of Bosnian 
civilians. Later in the summer, scenes from 
that video were broadcast on German televi- 
sion, unleashing a major scandal and forcing 
Volker Riihe, the Defence Minister, Hartmut 
Bagger, head of the Bundeswehr, and Claire 
Marienfeld, the parliamentary Defence 
Commissioner, onto the defensive. 

Then, as with the latest scandal, in which 
Riihe denounced Riiggeberg publicly as “a 
dirty rat”, Defence Ministry officials rushed 
to the media to claim that the incidents were 
“isolated cases” and to deny that the army is a 
hot-bed of fascist extremism. Amazingly, 
Marienfeld proclaimed after an “investiga- 
tion” that the sordid scenes of murder and 
rape in the Hammelburg video “had no right- 
wing extremist background”. 

The fact is that these incidents are not iso- 
lated and are the most recent in a very 
unsavoury sequence. Last March nine men 
from a tank regiment were thrown out of the 
army and charged by the civil authorities, 
after attacking non-Germans in the pedestrian 
zone shopping centre of the garrison town of 
Detmold in northwestern Germany. When 
police carried out raids in pursuit of their 


Incidents double 


The number of right-wing extremist inci- 
dents involving German armed forces per- 
sonnel is escalating alarmingly. Recorded 
cases more than doubled in 1997. 

According to figures issued by the 
German Ministry of Defence, 126 cases 
involving 161 serving personnel were reg- 
istered between January 1997 and 
November 1997. Of these, about 80 cases 
occurred up to August and 110 soldiers 
were the subject of investigations either by 
the military or civil authorities. 

These figures compare with a total of 46 
officially reported extreme-rightwing moti- 
vated incidents involving the Bundeswehr 
in 1996, 57 in 1995 and 58 in 1994, 


investigation into the assaults, they found an 
Imperial war flag and a fascist video at the 
home of one of the soldiers, a self-confessed 
subscriber to Gerhard Frey’s nazi Deutsche 
National-Zeitung. 

In May four soldiers in the militaristically 
named Kyffhauser Barracks in Bad 
Frankenhausen, Thiiringen, were the subject 
of a civil investigation by state prosecutors 
after a bout of activity in which they gave 
nazi salutes and bawled “Heil Hitler’ and 
“Sieg Heil”. One of those involved, a 22- 
year-old conscript, has since been charged 
with inciting racial hatred. 

In August civil police in Dresden arrested 
two Bundeswehr soldiers for setting fire to a 
hostel for foreign construction workers. Both 
men freely admitted that their motive was 
“dislike of foreigners”. Only days afterwards, 
the Defence Ministry announced that a senior 
reserve officer had been recalled from Bosnia 
after uttering racist sentiments there. 

Most of these incidents were widely publi- 
cised in Germany. Less well known is a case 
under investigation since September by the 
state prosecution authorities in Ingolstadt, 
Bavaria. Two high-ranking officers — the 
deputy commander of a U-boat squadron and 
a captain at NATO headquarters in Brussels — 
are being accused of publishing a poem deny- 
ing the Holocaust. “Only the Germans must 


repent for an invented 
event,” they wrote. 

The official response to 
these incidents has been 
essentially the same as to 
the screening of the two 
video films, namely mas- 
sive embarrassment, cou- 
pled with solemn pledges 
to prevent the recruitment 
of “active neo-nazis and 
rightist thugs” to the 
armed forces. 

The fascists for their 
part part have reacted to 
the latest Defence 
Ministry injunctions with 
astounding speed. Young 
fascists have been 
advised over the nazi 


Members of the 
Bundeswehr honour 
Nazi officers 


Germany’s beleaguered Defence 
Minister Volker Riihe 


Thule-Netz computer network to get into the 
Bundeswehr before tighter recruitment con- 
trols come into force, because “the weapons 
training given there is irreplaceable”. The 
advice was endorsed by Thule-Netz users 
who said that “comrades trained in the use of 
weapons can fight, using force, against the 
Federal Republic”. 

The same advice had, months earlier, 
appeared brazenly in black and white in an 
article in the hard-core nazi ideological publi- 
cation Umbruch. This journal, edited by 
Steffen Hupka, a former officer of the out- 
lawed Nationalistische Front and now a lead- 
ing Junge Nationaldemokraten activist, urged 
its readers “to consider joining the 
Bundeswehr or the police in order to acquire 
necessary knowledge and abilities”. 

The fascists recommend army training for 
their leading activists not just to gain 
knowhow about weaponry and military tac- 
tics but also because they have known since 
1955, when the Bundeswehr was established, 
that it provides very fertile ground for the dis- 
semination of right-wing extremist and pan- 
German nationalist ideas and for recruitment 
to fascist organisations. 

As recently as 1992, the Bundeswehr’s own 
social sciences research institute in Straus- 
berg, near Berlin, warned that the armed 
forces were proving “increasingly attractive 
for those young men with few or no connec- 
tions to democratic principles or values”. 

How discomfiting, then, to Riihe was the 
leak to the press, in the middle of the latest 
furore, of a new and very detailed, unpub- 
lished survey of attitude formation among 
Bundeswehr officer cadets studying at the 
armed forces’ universities in Hamburg and 
Munich. 

This survey, published in the quality Berlin 
daily, Der Tagesspiegel, showed that the wind 
is blowing strongly rightwards in the 
Bundeswehr, which has always been held up 
falsely as “a mirror of society”. The study 
revealed, for example, that officer trainees are 
far to the right of ordinary citizens: 55 per 
cent of officer trainees regard themselves as 
“right of centre” and over 20 per cent see 
themselves as “national-conservative”, which 
in the language of German political culture 
puts them on the far right. 
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Generally, the survey found, officer recruits 
were less cognisant of democratic principles 
such as the right to demonstrate, were less 
likely to reject violence as a means of solving 
political problems, tended to oppose 
European integration and were much less 
sympathetic to asylum seekers and cultural 
diversity. 

Only two days later, on 28 October, the 
official Bundeswehr weekly, Aktuelle, 
appeared with another large dollop of embar- 
rassment for Riihe. Its back page displayed an 
advertisement for two highly militaristic 
books, The heavy cruiser Admiral Scheer and 
Destroyers under the German flag, 1934 to 
1945. 


Former generals 
move in far-right 
circles 


The Bundeswehr has sheltered no end of 
high-ranking right-wing extremists. Often 
their real views and opinions only become 
apparent after they leave the armed forces, 
but have clearly been their guiding ideas all 
along and go some way to explaining the kind 
of views found among their subordinates. 

Among the most notorious fascist senior 
officers in recent years were the Uhle-Wettler 
brothers, Reinhard and Franz, both of whom 
attained the rank of general before retiring. 

Until 1989 Reinhard Uhle-Wettler was 
deputy commander of the Bundeswehr’s 
crack airborne division, based in Bruchsal in 
Baden-Wiirttemberg, where in March 1996 
the fascist Republikaner Partei polled more 
than 437,000 votes in state parliament elec- 
tions. 

Since his retirement, General Wettler has 
been a frequent contributor to the nazi journal 
Nation und Europa, the fascist weekly Junge 
Freiheit and the revanchist Ostpreussenblatt, 
which openly demands the return of Prussia 
to Germany. He has also appeared on the plat- 
form of another nazi outfit, the Gesellschaft 
fiir freie Publizistik. 

His brother, Franz, was commander of 
NATO’s Defence College in Rome with the 
rank of lieutenant-general. He has appeared 
as an enthusiastic and well received speaker 
at the summer conference of Junge Freiheit 
and has also penned articles in the paper. 

The Uhle-Wettlers are not the only former 
senior officers currently careering around 
Germany’s extensive fascist landscape and 
speaking circuits. Others include General 
Giinter Kiessling, who has published articles 
in the notorious Austrian fascist rag Aula; 
Gerd-Helmut Komossa, a speaker at the ultra- 
rightist think-tank, the Weikersheim Study 
Centre; Wolfgang Gerhardt, who writes for 
Junge Freiheit, and Major-General Gerd 
Schultze-Rhonhof. 

Schultze-Rhonhof provoked a scandal at 
the 1996 New Year reception of the 
Bundeswehr’s second military district in 
Hanover, when he made remarks comparing 
the Federal Republic’s constitutional court 
with the infamous People’s Court of the Third 
Reich. 


Bundeswehr personnel honour 


holders of the Knight's Cross, Hitler’s 
personal award 
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Successor to the Wehrmacht 


The Bundeswehr was established in 1955 as 
the German frontline element of the West’s 
defence against the Soviet bloc at the height 
of the Cold War. From the outset its senior 
positions were stuffed with Nazi army offi- 
cers who had held high rank in Adolf 
Hitler’s Wehrmacht. At the end of its first 
year, 31 of its 38 generals, 100 out of 237 
colonels and 84 of its 255 lieutenant- 
colonels had either fought for Hitler or had 
been part of his general-staff. 

General Adolf Heusinger, the first chief of 
the Bundeswehr, served as chief of the oper- 
ations department of Hitler’s Army High 
Command and played a key role in planning 
and executing the German assault on the 
Soviet Union. 

Heusinger’s successor and chief of the 
Bundeswehr’s leadership staff was Heinz 
Trettner. His military career had gone far 
under the Nazis. He had been promoted 


from captain to lieutenant-general for his 
“services” in bombing Guernica during the 
Spanish Civil War, among other things. In 
later loyal service to the Third Reich, he 
became an élite paratroop general, winning 
the highly prized Knight’s Cross. 

He was not the only Knight’s Cross hold- 
er to be accepted into the Bundeswehr. No 
fewer than 681 bearers of the Nazis’ highest 
military decoration, which was personally 
awarded by Hitler himself, found a new 
home either as professional soldiers or as 
reservists in postwar West Germany’s new- 
style army. 

Most of them found no problem in attend- 
ing, along with highly decorated SS and 
Waffen SS veterans, the annual reunions of 
Knight’s Cross holders and the reunions 
staged by Germany’s numerous militaristic 
ex-soldiers’ associations and the SS veterans 
organisation, HIAG. 


Alpine Infantry Battalion 571, a case in point 


The elite Alpine Infantry Battalion 571 is no 
stranger to controversy, or to the ideas of 
aggressive nationalism, or even to fascists in 
its ranks. 

Five years ago, when the battalion was 
based in the Bavarian town of Bad 
Reichenall, some of its members scandalised 
local civilians by marching back to the bar- 
racks to a loud chorus of Sieg Heils and by 
administering a savage beating, in full public 
view, to a handicapped non-German on an 
Intercity train to Munich. 

These Alpine troops, mainly recruited from 
Bavaria, have their own deeply militaristic 
and vélkisch racialist Comrades’ Circle — the 
Kameradenkreis der Gebirgstruppen e.V. — 
whose activities seriously belie the charitable 
status accorded to it under federal German 
law. An estimated 10,000 veterans of both the 
Nazi Wehrmacht and the Waffen-SS, as well 
as serving and reservist Bundeswehr soldiers, 
hold membership of the Comrades’ Circle, 
and cordially rub shoulders with each other at 
its reunions. 

The Alpine troops’ current commander, 
Major-General Rainer Jung, was one of those 
who resisted most fiercely the renaming of 
the Bundeswehr barracks in Fiissen, Bavaria, 
when, after non-stop protests for 30 years, it 
was finally decided in 1996 to remove the 
name of Hitler’s favourite general, Eduard 
Dietl, from the garrison’s title. 

Major-General Jung is not only an admirer 


of Dietl, the “Butcher of Narvik” but also a 
keen supporter of the Comrades’ Circle, 
which he describes as “the link between serv- 
ing and non-serving members of the Alpine 
troops”. At this year’s annual reunion, Jung 
praised his troops for fulfilling their duty in 
Bosnia and paid fulsome tribute to all those 
“who sacrificed themselves for _ the 
Fatherland” in the Second World War. 

He also denounced the “defeat of 1945” as 
“humiliating” and launched a violent tirade 
against the anti-fascist “Crimes of the 
Wehrmacht” exhibition, against which more 
than 6,000 nazis protested in Munich in 
February 1997. “Certain people”, he stated, 
“do not tell the truth because they do not 
know the truth and do not want to know the 
truth” about the Wehrmacht. 

The “truth”, presumably, is the kind pre- 
ferred by the Comrades’ Circle, which con- 
demned the Defence Ministry’s removal of 
the name of another top Nazi general, 
General Ludwig Kiibler, from the title of the 
Bundeswehr barracks in Mittenwald. The 
decision had been forced upon the Defence 
Ministry by the protests of anti-fascist and 
Nazi victims’ organisations. Karl Griessinger, 
chairman of the Comrades’ Circle, writing in 
the Alpine troops’ newssheet, Gebirgstruppe, 
denounced it as “a purely opportunistic 
political decision”. 

Griessinger painted Kiibler as “the creator 
of the Alpine troops of the Wehrmacht”, a 
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Hitler’s favourite, General Eduard Dietl 
helping Hitler carve up Europe 
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“hard leader who spoke clearly”, “a compas- 
sionate man” and “a chivalrous officer” and 
claimed that the mountain troops had “only 
done their duty” during the war. 

That his hero was sentenced to death in for- 
mer Yugoslavia for war crimes was conve- 
niently omitted by Griessinger, but he did 
manage to find space to defame wartime 
Yugoslav anti-fascist partisans for their 
alleged “bestiality”. 

After the removal of the names of Dietl and 
Kiibler, the Comrades’ Circle vowed to “bat- 
tle without compromise for the honour of the 
soldiers of the Wehrmacht and _ the 
Bundeswehr” and to resist any attempts to 
“decouple the Bundeswehr from the proudly 
preserved traditions of German soldiery”. 

The warmongering Comrades’ Circle, 
which has a large and lavishly decorated 
assembly room for reunions at Schneeberg, 
likes to present itself as “the guardian of a 
healthy Volk”. In 1993 a press statement by 
the Ring of German Soldiers’ Associations — 
printed approvingly in Gebirgstruppe, which 
circulates throughout the Bundeswehr — 
lashed out at “excited speeches about the 
claimed hostility to foreigners” and called for 
an end to the “shameful abuse of the constitu- 
tionally founded right to asylum”. 

Both Volker Riihe, the Defence Minister, 
and General Klaus Naumann, the former 
Bundeswehr chief, have publicly declaimed 
against extremist tendencies in the 
Bundeswehr. Their frequently voiced opposi- 
tion to such tendencies, however, appears to 
have definite limits and even to be two-faced. 

In a little reported speech delivered at 
Whitsun 1992, Naumann, now deputy com- 
mander of NATO, declared that the 
Wehrmacht was being “abused” when really 
it should be ranked “with those exemplary 
troops who accomplish and suffer the 
unimaginable in war”. 

At a more recent Whitsun ceremony, Riihe 
himself was present where similar speeches 
honouring the Wehrmacht were heard and a 
virtue made out of the barbarous traditions of 
fascist militarism. 

Both Whitsun ceremonies were held on 
Bundeswehr property at Hohe Brendten near 
Mittenwald. Both brought together Wehr- 
macht veterans and Bundeswehr soldiers of 
the Alpine infantry. Both included the 
Comrades’ Circle among their main 
organisers. 

If the likes of Riihe and Naumann stopped 
making such statements and attending such 
ceremonies, their protestations about fascist 
activities in the Bundeswehr might be taken 
more seriously. 


Berlin nazi jailed for life 


A nazi from Berlin has been jailed for life for 
the murder of a policeman, the serious 
wounding of another police officer and the 
attempted murder of a bookseller. 

Kai Diesner, a well known nazi activist 
who belonged to the underground terrorist 
nazi White Aryan Resistance (WAW), was 
involved in three shootings. On 19 February 
1997 he walked into a left-wing bookshop in 
Berlin’s Marzahn district and opened fire on 
its manager, 63-year-old Klaus Baltruschat. 
Four days later he shot dead a policeman, 
Stefan Grage, 34, and badly wounded anoth- 
er, while on the run in northern Germany. 

His motive was revenge for the fact that a 
nazi demonstration had received very rough 
treatment at the hands of militant anti-fascists 
in the Hellersdorf district a few days earlier. 

Diesner picked out the shop because its 
manager belonged to the Party of Democratic 
Socialism, whose mayor in Hellersdorf, Uwe 
Klett, had issued the call for massive street 
action by anti-fascists to keep the nazis out of 
the district. Though badly wounded, 
Baltruschat survived and the self-styled “free- 
dom fighter” had to escape. 

For several days, Diesner lived wild, steal- 
ing petrol and driving a car with stolen num- 
ber plates. It was only a matter of time before 
police picked him up. When they did, in 
Schleswig-Holstein, he shot two _ traffic 
policemen with a pump-action shotgun before 
surrendering. 

Throughout the trial in Liibeck, Diesner 
displayed his nazi fanaticism, hurling abuse at 
the court and its verdict and demonstrating 
his contempt by openly reading newspapers 
during the testimony against him. 


While his sentence is welcome because it 
removes him from the streets for at least 20 
years, the trial had one peculiar aspect, name- 
ly the prosecution attempt to present the pre- 
viously convicted nazi activist as a blood- 
thirsty individualist with no background in 
organised nazi circles. 

To this end the prosecution dwelt heavily 
on his broken home background and _ his 
clearly disturbed psychological profile, yet 
ignored his extensive activity as a nazi in East 
Berlin, even before the opening of the Wall, 
and his later membership of a series of nazi 
groups including the Nationale Alternative, 
the Kameradschaft Soziale Nationalisten and 
the WAW, as well as the Anti-Antifa. 


Kai Diesner: killed police officer 


Nationals’ task 


One of the largest nazi regional organisations 
in Germany has dissolved itself. In mid- 
November, the Nationalen eV (the N ationals), 
which has quasi-charitable status, formally 
applied to a court in Charlottenburg, Berlin, 
to be removed from its official register. 

The reason became apparent when Frank 
Schwerdt, the frequently convicted chairman 
of the Nationals, announced on his organisa- 
tion’s Berlin-Brandenburger Zeitung Internet 
homepage that “the Nationals have accom- 
plished what was to be accomplished”. 

The statement continued: “In order not to 
stand in the way of the final objective, the 
existing structure is to be wound up and the 
work carried on through independent 
Kameradschaften, groups and parties”. 

The Nationals have been a fixture in the 
Berlin nazi firmament since being established 
in 1992 out of an electoral front organisation 
called “The free voters association — we are 
the people”. The name change and subse- 
quent official registration of the Nationals fol- 
lowed a fruitless intervention and candidature 
by the “free voters” in Berlin’s local elections 
in August that year. 

The founding membership of the Nationals 
had all the characteristics of an umbrella 
group, formed to forestall the disruption of 


‘accomplished’ 


activities that would follow the banning of 
other groups. The bulk of the early recruits 
came from the Republikaner Partei (REP), the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD), the now defunct Deutsche Liga fiir 
Volk und Heimat (DLVH) and _ the 
Freiheitliche Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (FAP). 

Schwerdt, a construction engineer, was the 
new organisation’s chairman from the start. 
He has a long pedigree of activity on the 
right, having been an official in Helmut 
Kohl’s Christian Democratic Union before 
joining the REP and DLVH and becoming a 
key talent spotter for the nazi movement. 

It was largely thanks to Schwerdt’s fore- 
sight that activists from the Nationalistische 
Front and FAP were able to find a political 
refuge after the two groups were outlawed. 

Up to its dissolution, the Nationals were 
claiming to have 300 members, an estimate 
not shared by the Verfassungsschutz internal 
security service, which put the figure at 150. 
The main thrust of the Nationals’ policy was 
to encourage and foster the development of 
so-called Kameradschaften, local tightly knit 
militant nazi groups with a high degree of 
mobility and autonomy, throughout former 
East Germany and in Berlin. 

As a result, Schwerdt and his allies built up 
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a strong presence in Brandenburg, Saxony- 
Anhalt and Saxony. In Brandenburg they built 
no fewer than 13 of these Kameradschaften 
were built; in Berlin six; four in Saxony and 
one in Thiiringen. In all, more than 30 local 
groups owed allegiance to the strategy and 
structures of the Nationalen. 

Particularly important was the tactic of 
gaining a foothold among young people. In 
Saxony they were able to organise two 
relatively strong youth groups, — the 
Jungnationalen (JNA) and Junge Nationale 
Spektrum (JNS), under the leadership of 21- 
year-old Udo Hempel from Weisswasser. 

Recruitment, propaganda and _ political 
training of young nazi activists was conduct- 
ed on a local basis, especially in Cottbus, 
Spremberg and Zittau, where they tried to 
secure the assistance of local government to 
set up so-called “National Youth Centres”. 

This approach was part of a constant effort 
by the Nationals to take part in local politics 
and affairs. An example of this was the 
attempt by the Oberhavel Kameradschaft, 
shortly before it was banned in August 1997, 
to mobilise a march through the north Berlin 
dormitory town of Hennigsdorf in protest at 
the renovation of a Soviet memorial for vic- 
tims of the Second World War. 

The Nationals also tried to strengthen their 
position in eastern Germany by organising 
their own Rudolf Hess commemoration days. 
In summer 1996 more than 200 nazi mili- 
tants, mainly from the “independent” groups 
that Schwerdt organised, staged a Hess march 
in Merseburg in Thiiringen. In August last 
year, this same political spectrum was able to 
march, in a 150-strong torchlight procession, 
through the town of Ludwigslust in 
Mecklenburg, West Pomerania, without any 
interference from the police. 

Schwerdt’s bands of nazi thugs have 
become increasingly violent. As Searchlight 
has reported, two of his groups, the 
Kameradschaften Treptow and Wittenberg, 
grabbed the headlines for two days after the 
Treptow leader, Detlef Nolde, and his right- 
hand man, Lutz Schillock, stabbed two lead- 
ing Wittenberg nazis to death. 


Frank Schwerdt (right), now no 
longer leader of the Nationals, with 
his editor, Christian Wendt 


At the end of November, Schillock was 
sentenced to 14 years for double homicide. 
Nolde, who because of his intelligence-gath- 
ering activities in the Anti-Antifa was actual- 
ly more important to the Nationals, got only 
30 months for grievous bodily harm. 

His comparatively light sentence was the 


result of his plea that he had “only” sprayed’ 


the victims with tear gas in order to stop them 
resisting before Schillock knifed them. 
Incredibly, Nolde, who has two convictions 
for violence, was set free under German law 
until his latest sentence comes into force. 

When not murdering each other, the mem- 
bers and sympathisers of the Nationals 
focused their brutal violence on the systemat- 
ic organisation of racist terror, driven on by 
the constant racial and antisemitic hatred 
whipped up in their newspapers. 

It was activists from the Nationals who 
launched a violent foray against Lebanese 
asylum seekers in Fiirstenwalde in summer 
1996. And Schwerdt and his so-called press 
spokesman, Christian Wendt, have both found 
themselves before the courts as a result of 
hate propaganda published in the Berlin- 
Brandenburger Zeitung. 

The voluntary dissolution of the Nationals 
does not mean that they have given up the 
fight, nor will it be the end of the structures 


they have laboured to build. The move is 
rather a smart attempt to forestall and pre- 
empt the possibility of a ban, about which 
there has been much media speculation in 
recent months, especially after the Oberhavel 
group was outlawed. 

Schwerdt’s vow to continue the group’s 
activities in a different format must be taken 
seriously. It is no accident that a new NPD 
district organisation has suddenly arisen to 
take over the old regional structure of the 
Nationals. Similarly, the announcement that 
the almost ban-resistant NPD is setting up 
shop in Eisenhiittenstadt and Oberhavel must 
be regarded as a further indication that a new 
political shelter is being constructed for 
Nationals militants active in these areas. 

A number of old faces can already be found 
in the leading ranks of the Brandenburg NPD, 
including Jérg Hihnel, the nazi song-writer 
and Junge Nationaldemokraten (JN) officer, 
and Maik Hampel, the former REP member 
and officer of the HNG nazi prisoners’ aid 
organisation from Oranienburg. Hampel was 
one of the bosses of the Nationals’ group in 
Oberhavel. Schwerdt himself has been a 


- member of the NPD since spring 1997. 


The organisation has been wound up, but 
the hate propaganda will continue to grow via 
the “National Media Association”, 
Schwerdt’s mini press empire, which now 
includes six well produced regional papers 
with, according to Schwerdt, a combined 
circulation of over 30,000. 

Schwerdt’s ideas for expansion include the 
more consistent use of Internet homepages 
and airtime on “open channel” local radio, as 
well as building up his publications. These 
efforts are aimed at ideologically unifying the 
officers and activists of the rather diffuse 
hard-core nazi groups. 

It will be merely a matter of time before 
these fanatics surface in the NPD and JN, 
holding key positions in which they will able 
to continue their fascist politics of hate, terror 
and murder, in organisations so far 
undisturbed by the state. 


From our German correspondent 


Poll results leave Italian right 


The far right in Italy suffered two heavy 
blows in November and December with an 
election defeat and the conviction of Silvio 
Berlusconi, the ultra-right media tycoon and 
former Prime Minister, on fraud charges. 

The Forza Italia (FI) leader was jailed for 
16 months but is unlikely to have to serve his 
sentence. Nevertheless, the verdict, combined 
with shattering defeats for his so-called Pole 
of Liberty in the mayoral elections, will 
increase the pressure on him to stand down as 
figurehead of his electoral bloc in favour of 
his ally Gianfranco Fini, leader of the 
Alleanza Nazionale (AN). 

The election results look destined to pitch 
the AN-FI bloc into a crisis, because they 
mark a steep decline in its fortunes. In elec- 
tions last spring, the Pole of Liberty lost to 
the left electoral alliance by just four percent- 
age points. That reverse was enough to send 
Berlusconi and Fini into hiding for a week. 
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In the November polls the scale of the 
defeat of the right was doubled. In the first 
round on 16 November, the left took 19 
mayoral posts with results that left the 
Berlusconi-Fini axis reeling. 

In Naples the left took 71% of the vote, in 
Venice 65% and in Rome 60%. Altogether 
the left won working majorities on 36 
councils in towns of more than 15,000 
people, while the AN-FI bloc won 18 coun- 
cils and the Lega Nord only 15. 

In the second round, the left took Genoa. 
Even in Sicily, where the vote is usually 
“influenced” by the Mafia and is, therefore, 
well to the right, 79% of the electorate now 
lives in towns under left-wing control. 

In many places the AN vote fell from 12% 
to the dismal 6-9% level of its predecessor, 
the MSI. Some of the Sicilian results repre- 
sented a shattering defeat for Mafia and fas- 
cist criminality alike. In Palermo, for exam- 


ple, the anti-Mafia/anti-fascist coalition of 
Leoluca Orlando polled 59% and in Catania 
the left got 63%. 

The right’s immediate reactions to the 
slump in its electoral support displayed two 
tendencies. The hawks within FI are rallying 
around Berlusconi as criticism of his leader- 
ship sharpens. They claim there can be no 
Pole of Liberty without him as leader. 

On the other hand, the fascists of the AN 
are openly questioning his future. Teodoro 
Buontempo, the AN’s leading Blackshirt 
hooligan, pointed out acidly that in 1993 the 
fascists got 31% in Rome without Berlusconi, 
compared with 24% with him this time. 

While Berlusconi’s demise looks imminent, 
the position of Fini, who has tried to imple- 
ment the “parliamentary road to fascism” 
strategy, is even more critical. His dilemma is 
that his marriage to Berlusconi’s monopoly 
capitalist rightism has seriously disillusioned 


Pitiful turnout for Swedish fascists’ big day 


Swedish fascist rallies are not what they used 
to be, anti-fascists concluded after watching 
the latest pitiful 30 November gathering out- 
side and inside the Knights’ Church in 
Stockholm. 

A few years ago, the nazi movement used 
to come out in force on 30 November to show 
off their muscles. Their efforts sometimes 
resulted in clashes with anti-fascists. The 
police would cordon off a large part of 
Stockholm city centre and the media head- 
lines would read like dispatches from the 
Lebanese civil war. 

All this has changed. For the past two 
years, the day’s events have attracted only a 
pathetic turnout. In 1997 two meetings were 
held. At 18.00 some 40 Sweden Democrat 
(SD) true believers gathered for an hour-long 
outdoor meeting next to the Knights’ Church. 
As they lit up torches, SD’s chairman, Mikael 
Jansson, who has now served two years as 
leader of the shrinking membership of 
Sweden’s most notorious right-wing party, 
grabbed the microphone and launched a 
fierce attack on Swedish Social Democracy, 
calling it a “splinter from the anarchist left”. 

The only new information Jansson revealed 
was that the SD is expected to become a full 
member of Jean-Marie le Pen’s so-called 
Euro-Nat organisation — a gathering of 
“national democratic” parties in Europe — at a 
meeting in Strasbourg in spring. This was 
greeted by a ripple of applause. 

Otherwise, the audience looked somewhat 
relieved as he finally stopped speaking with- 
out having put his foot into his mouth too 
often. A representative of the refounded 
Finnish IKL, the inheritors of the wartime 
Lappo Movement, was a guest of honour. 

The average age of the audience was higher 
then usual. This was a gathering of suit-and- 
tie fascists with the occasional fur coat. 
Boneheads, who used to dominate these ral- 
lies, had a low profile. 

Lurking nearby, however, was a group of 


in trouble 


the traditional more “social” fascists who 
remained loyal to the MSI and swallowed all 
his tactical changes. 

Fini now says that the AN will decide its 
policy regardless of what the Pole of Liberty 
does and has started to reintegrate some of 
the more hardline “old fascist” elements. 

But what appears to be a new strategy is no 
more than an extension of the waiting game 
of the past few years: isolate Berlusconi until 
the FI’s members defect to the AN. Fini has a 
strong potential ally in Pierfernando Casini, 
leader of the centre Christian Democrats, who 
has branded Berlusconi “an albatross around 
the neck of the right”. 

The AN fascists and their leader are caught 
between a rock and a hard place. The elec- 
torate has decisively rejected Berlusconi’s 
red-baiting langauage, why then should it 
accept Fini’s red-neck rhetoric? 

From our Italian correspondent 


National Socialist Front (NSF) members led 
by Bjérn Bjérkqvist, the man who headed 


November’s anti-Jewish = demonstration 
through Stockholm. Jansson’s statement, 
towards the end of his speech, that his party 
had no connection with nazis drew a few 
embarrassed smiles from the NSF rank and 
file and caused Bjérkqvist to glance at his 
watch. Bjérkqvist was also towing around 
Lars Lindh, a former leader of the now 
defunct Sweden Party. 

The location of the rally, outside the 
Knights’ Church, was carefully selected. It 
enabled frozen SD supporters to move into 
the church afterwards for the evening’s sec- 
ond fascist gathering. 

The Knights’ Church has a peculiar history. 
It is the property of His Royal Highness the 
King and a burial place for a large section of 
the Swedish nobility. For more than a decade 
— and for unfathomable reasons — His 
Majesty’s Lord Chamberlain Master of the 


National Socialist 
Front members 
staging an anti-Jewish 
rally in Stockholm on 
the eve of Kristallnacht 
(report last month) 


Royal Household has grant- 
ed one of the country’s 
most notorious nazi sects 
an evening’s access to the 
church to hold a memorial 
service for Sweden’s 18th 
century warrior king 
Charles XII. The warrior 
king, who was largely inno- 
cent in matters of racial dis- 
crimination and an admirer 
of Turkish culture, has 
become a symbol for latter- 
day racists and nazis. 

The host of the 30 
November service is the 
Narva Association, an arm 
of the Swedish National 
League (SNF). Originally 
formed in 1915, the SNF became vehemently 
antisemitic in the 1920s. It is the country’s 
oldest fascist organisation and, indeed, one of 
the oldest nazi organisations in the world. Led 
by Werner Ohrn, a retired school teacher, the 
Narva Association also denies all association 
with nazis, which is probably why everybody 
was busy shaking hands with Bjérn 
Bjorkqvist. 

This is where the real weirdos come out. 
The Narva Association meeting was larger 
than the SD meeting, with around 100 people, 
and the audience was of a much lower 
average age. 

The most that can be said about the fas- 
cists’ dismal performance is that it is a treat to 
watch Ohrn march up to the altar with a con- 
tingent of adherents, all dressed up in 18th 
century Carolean regalia and all of them out 
of step. 


From our Swedish correspondent 
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ON THE STATES 


Denver skinhead murders 
a taste of things to come? 


wo murders and a maiming perpetrat- 
T ed by skinheads in Denver have been 

met by mass protests, as well as a 
show of force by law enforcement authorities. 
The violence could signal a change among 
white power skinheads. Nationally, as the 
first generations of skins matured, the number 
of indiscriminate murders has been in 
decline. Now anti-fascists are wondering 
whether a new cycle of attacks lies ahead. 

The current round of violence began on 6 
November, when Jerald Dean Allen and 
another skinhead surrendered to police after 
an overnight siege and a 20-mile car chase 
through Denver’s sprawling neighbourhoods. 
One week later, Officer Bruce Vanderjagt was 
shot and killed by Matthaeus Jaehnig, after a 
30-mile car chase. Jaehnig, a 25-year old 
from a wealthy family, then killed himself 
rather than surrender. According to the 
Southern Poverty Law Centre, over 100 skins 
attended Jaehnig’s funeral. The day after 
Officer Vanderjagt’s funeral, on the other 
hand, a dead pig with his name carved into 
the carcass was left at the local precinct sta- 
tion where he had worked. 

Just days later Nathan Thill, a 19-year-old 
skin, admitted to shooting and killing 
Mauritanian immigrant Oumar Dia, while Dia 
waited for a bus to work at a local hotel. Thill 
was accompanied at the time by another skin. 
As Dia lay dying, Thill shot Jean 
Vanvelkinburgh, a single mother of two, after 
she came to Dia’s aid. The bullet severed 
Vanvelkinburgh’s spine, leaving her paral- 
ysed. After the killings, police blocked the 
car park at their substation with three school 


a dozen other states participated. 

After the protests and bell-ringings subside, 
observers question in which direction the 
white power skinhead movement will go. 
Will it return to the fever pitch of mindless 
blood-crazed violence let loose in the late 
1980s and early 1990s? Or will it continue to 
be dominated by slick music promoters and 
sophisticated ideological national socialists, 
as in recent years? 

Ten years ago, white power skinheads were 
engaged in a pitched battle with anti-racists 
for control of the streets and mosh pits at 
music venues from Atlanta to Detroit to Los 
Angeles. That battle continues, particularly in 
Southern California. But anti-racists report 
that white power fanatics in most cities, par- 
ticularly in the upper Midwest, have with- 
drawn from the hard-core music scene. Anti- 
racists now control the dance floors. Instead, 
white power skins have focused on Aryan 
Fest-style music events and distributing a 
growing stock of CDs and tapes from an 
increasing number of American bands. 

At the centre of the shift in tactics stands 
George Burdi and Resistance Records in 
Detroit. Burdi, a former activist with the 
Church of the Creator in Canada, has been 
slowed by a raid by Michigan tax officials 
and a jail term in Canada. (see Searchlight, 
June and November 1997) As a result, 
Resistance magazine appears less frequently 
and Mark Wilson, who ran the Resistance 
music distribution operation, has started his 
own CD distribution company in Wisconsin, 
Stormfront Records. The authorities recently 
returned Burdi’s CD and tape stocks, howev- 


er, and Resistance Records continues to pro- 
mote live music venues, as do other racist 
entrepreneurs. 

The more significant change, however, 
might be Burdi’s jump from the now- 
deceased Ben Klassen’s Church of the 
Creator to allegiance to William Pierce’s 
National Alliance. Although Resistance mag- 
azine is non-sectarian, accepting advertise- 
ments from Willis Carto’s Barnes Review, for 
example, Burdi reserves his highest praise for 
Pierce. As Pierce’s influence has spread 
through the skin scene in the upper Midwest, 
white power skins have toughened their secu- 
rity apparatus and more clearly defined their 
ideological stance. Burdi has also apparently 
lined up against Combat 18, which is, of 
course, no friend of John Tyndall, the British 
National Party leader and one of Pierce’s best 
British friends. Burdi apparently adheres to 
the slogan: “the enemy of my friend’s friend 
is also my enemy”. 

At the same time, the Church of the Creator 
is enjoying a quiet resurrection. Matt Hale, a 
young law student in southern Illinois, restart- 
ed the group after a string of failed succes- 
sions. Under the title of the World Church of 
the Creator, Hale boasts “contact points” in 
11 states, Canada and Sweden. Control of 
Klassen’s book stock, however, remains in 
the hands of Rudy Stanko, a middle-aged 
businessman currently living in Montana. 
Stanko is selling the books and making 
money for himself. Since Burdi, Wilson and 
their respective music businesses are no 
longer tied to the Church of the Creator, 
Hale’s outfit, although vigorous, remains 
without significant operating funds. This 
means Hale will not be able to compete with 
Pierce for skinhead followers over the long 
term. 

While Tom Metzger, who dominated the 
allegiance of skinheads ten years ago, pro- 
moted street-level spontaneous violence as a 
movement strategy, Pierce does not. Pierce 
emphasises cadre development and _ party 
building. He advocates highly structured 
underground cells which carefully pick their 
targets, not wild ride-through-the-streets 
shoot-em-ups, as in Denver. If Denver-style 
spontaneous violence spreads in the near 
future, it might challenge Pierce’s growing 
domination of the white power skin scene. 
His organisation could find itself hoisted on a 
petard of racist violence, an ironic twist of 
fate to be sure. 


buses and quickly arrested 
11 skinheads on various 
charges. 

Both Thill and Jaehnig [ 
had extensive previous © J 
arrest records. On 25 
November, religious lead- 
ers and elected officials — 
including the mayor and 
governor — spoke to over 
1,000 people marching 
through downtown Denver 
to protest the killings. The 
march was followed by a 
national church bell-ringing 
campaign on 17 December. 


Churches from Billings, 
Montana; Boise, Idaho; 
Atchison, Kansas; 


Bremerton, Washington and 
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British skinheads visit their US counterparts 


Spain, November 1997: The annual commemoration 
for General Franco, which, as in past years, was 
attended by members of both the British National 


Party and the International Third Position 


Hi. 


NORWAY 


Court says no free speech for race hater 


Norway’s supreme court has upheld the con- 
viction on racism charges of one of Norway’s 
nazi leaders. Jack-Erik Kjuus, leader of the 
Hvit Valgallianse (White Electoral Alliance), 
received a 60-day suspended jail sentence and 
a fine of £2,000. 

Kjuus had stated in his party’s election pro- 
gramme that non-white children should be 
sterilised and pregnancies in mixed-race rela- 
tionships should be terminated by abortion, in 
order to preserve the white population. 

This was the first serious verdict on racist 
propaganda in Norway since 1981. Since 
then, the police have dismissed hundreds of 
complaints of racist abuse and harassment, 
which have therefore not even reached the 
courts. The non-implementation of Norway’s 
race legislation has been heavy criticised by 
the UN Committee to Eradicate Racial 
Discrimination. 

The supreme court was split 11-5, but was 
in agreement on the fact that Kjuus had advo- 
cated ethnic cleansing and that his freedom of 
speech had therefore to be limited. The ruling 
was received with relief by anti-fascists all 
over the country. 

The mainstream media, however, labelled 


the verdict a blow to freedom of speech in 
Norway and argued very strongly against the 
decision, suggesting that racist arguments 
should be openly debated. None of the major 
daily papers mentioned the real victims in this 
case, the non-white children who would have 
been the targets of Kjuus’s forced sterilisation 
policy. 

Meanwhile another group of nazis will 

have to wait a bit longer for their day in court. 
Norway’s attorney-general has sent the case 
of Tom Kimmo Eiternes’s nazi Einsatz hit 
squad and its violent activities back to the 
police for yet more investigation and the trial 
of the group has been postponed. 
@ Anti-fascist Kristallnacht demonstrations 
were held all over Norway on 9 November, 
but the nazis tried to show their strength by 
crawling out of the woodwork in H6nefoss 
and Asker. In Honefoss, 35 nazis held a 
march before the police arrested ten of them 
and seized baseball bats and other weapons. 
In Asker, nazi flags were openly on display 
and nazi graffiti were daubed on several walls 
and shop windows. 


From our Norwegian correspondent 


AUSTRALIA 


Nazis denied leave to 
appeal against fire 
bombing convictions 


Two Australian nazi leaders have lost their 
applications for leave to appeal against their 
convictions and sentences for firebombing 
Chinese restaurants in Perth. 

Jack van Tongeren, leader of the Australian 
Nationalist Movement, and his second-in- 
command, John van Blitterswyk, are seven 
years into sentences of 18 and 14 years 
respectively for offences including conspiracy 
to drive Asians from Western Australia. 

Van Tongeren, 49, former leader of the 
Australian Aryan Army, told the court that he 
had been within his moral and legal rights 
when he committed the 53 offences for which 
he was convicted. “When you’re faced with 
an invasion-size immigration of Asians that is 
to the detriment of the Australian people, then 
some people have a responsibility to fight 
back,” he said. They claimed they had been 
too poor to defend themselves at their trial. 

The court dismissed their applications on a 
technicality, but pointed out that while they 
had the right to have their opinions, they did 
not have the right to use violence. 
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NOTICES 


Bird on the wing, cuckoo in the nest, lion in 
the den and toad in the hole. The Ark sails in 
April, don’t miss the boat. All ashore that are 
going ashore before the maiden voyage. 


Facing Fascism, Antisemitism and 
Racism in the New Millennium 


A one-day international seminar, sponsored by the 
Spiro Institute and Searchlight Educational Trust. 


Tommy H. Don’t know what wound you up 
so, but your recent unsolicited information 
has been of substantial help. More on the 
distribution of hate material please. Yes, we 
will buy your list if the price is right. 


Sessions will include: 

@ The American right after the Oklahoma bomb trials. 
Leonard Zeskind, President of the Institute for Research and 
Education on Human Rights. 

@ German militarism and the Austrian elections. 

Graeme Atkinson, European editor of Searchlight and 
coordinator of Searchlight’s international network. 

@ The nazi terror machine and the peddlers of hate. 

Nick Lowles, television producer, author and expert on football 
violence. 

@ Postwar antisemitism and Holocaust denial. 

Trudi Gold of the Spiro Institute, leading educationalist on 
Holocaust Studies. 

@ Brains trust session, chaired by Gerry Gable, editor of 
Searchlight magazine. 


Sunday, 26 April 1998 
at The Spiro Institute c/o London University, 
Kidderpore Avenue, Hampstead, London NW3 
Registration at 10.30 am. Sessions 11am to 5pm 


Tickets £12.50, must be purchased in advance from the Spiro 
Institute (concessionary rates on enquiry) 


Have you ever worked full or part time for a 
well known printer in Uckfield? Have you 
been a customer of his? Do you have details 
of the many names under which he operates 
and trades? If so, we would like to hear from 
you in confidence. We are also interested in 
his overseas business operations. 


Searchlight on the 
World Wide Web 


Have you visited Searchlight’s 
web site yet? Anti-fascists 
worldwide are now making use 


of this facility. It includes plenty 
of current news as well as 
selected articles from past 
issues of the magazine. 


Visit us now on 
www-.s-light.demon.co.uk 


When hate comes to town 
Community Responses to Racism and Fascism 


@ What can you do if racist and fascist activities affect your community? 

@ How can you support victims of racist attacks? 

@ What should you do if fascists are standing in elections? 

@ How do fascists infiltrate local organisations? 

@ What are your rights if you are racially harassed or attacked? 

@ How do racists recruit young people at football grounds and concerts? 

@ What does the law say about racism and how can you use it? 

@ How can you educate your community about the dangers of racial hatred? 

@ How can you organise successful anti-racist events and get publicity for your work? 
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Searchlight has brought together all its 33 years’ 

experience of fighting racism and fascism to produce this 

unique and comprehensive handbook. You will find over : seen eeeeeeeeseeeeeees Ly ies ahaa ak teridabe eri ra Mae ach mei aa 
200 pages of information on the history of racism and 

fascism in this country and the state of the far right today. It 
is packed full of practical suggestions for trade unionists, 
teachers, youth workers and anti-racists and anti-fascists 
everywhere. This book is proving to be the essential 
reference book for defeating racist ideas and responding to 
violence. 


z 
Name/Organisation ........c::ccccceeceseeeeseereteenseeeeesneens 


| enclose payment of £ ............ TOT issue copies of 


Order your copies now When hate comes to town. 


Organisations £30 + £4 p&p Please send orders with your payment, including 
ommunity gr 20+ £4 postage, to 
cay aa i ; £4 ou Searchlight Educational Trust 
; 37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR 
Bulk discounts and overseas post rates on enquiry. 310171 284 4040 Fax 0171 284 4410 
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Payment with orders EN ae Le Fara gaa Pe ROEM LAP 1, ARES 8 
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